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1 TIMOTHY 
 

Do’s and Don’ts of Church Life – Part 2 
1 Timothy 6 

 
I. Living in a fallen world 

a. Over the last couple chapters of 1st Timothy Paul has been giving young pastor Timothy some 
practical advice regarding church leadership and church life 

i. Paul closes his letter to Timothy with practical instruction on how to engage the world 
outside of the church walls 

ii. Many people were experiencing the transforming power of the gospel but they still lived 
in a fallen world 

1. Although their eternal address had changed, they still went back to their homes 
and their jobs and their families 

iii. God doesn’t usher us into to heaven to moment we come to a saving faith in Jesus Christ 
b. Leonard Ravenhill “One of God’s greatest miracles is taking an unholy man out of an unholy 

world and make him holy, and then put him back in that unholy word and keep him holy in it.” 
i. James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit 

orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 
ii. Jesus didn’t pray that we would be taken out of this world but that God would protect us 

from the evil one so it is obvious that, although this is not our home, He has plans for us 
here 

1. Paul gives Timothy practical advice on how to remain effective in this fallen 
world without conforming to it 

c. Paul primarily focuses on two powerful systems in our fallen world, two worldly mindsets 
i. Control and greed - desire to control other human beings and our desire for “more” 

ii. How is a Christian to navigate these worldly systems that are so prevalent and powerful 
today? 

II. Control 
1Ti 6:1  Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that 
the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed. 

a. Paul was not condoning slavery - but advocating honor so that the name of God would be 
glorified  

i. In the midst of a fallen world the undeserved love of God shines all the more brightly 
ii. Just as Jesus didn't advocate murder when he said Father forgive them for they know not 

what they do, or when Stephen, as he was being stoned to death, cried out those same 
words, or when Paul called out to the guard and said put your sword down we are still 
here - God is glorified when we show grace and honor to others especially when they 
don't deserve it 

iii. Because that's exactly what Jesus has done for mankind 
b. Same honor is required today - if honor was due their masters for the sake of the gospel, would 

God require any less from us for our employers  
i. When we work hard with a good attitude that glorifies God - a lazy employee carries a 

poor testimony  
1. Christian means ambassador, representative, imitator of Christ. What example are 

we providing when our work lacks excellence? 



2. Col_3:22-24 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, 
not with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 
Lord Christ.  

c. Consider your testimony at work - is it leading people to Christ or away from Him 
i. As always Paul isn’t trying to convince Timothy to be something, he is reminding him of 

who he already is 
ii. 1Ti 1:12-14  And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He 

counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry,  (13)  although I was formerly a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief.  (14)  And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, 
with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 

1. Jesus has enabled me, He put me into the ministry – before I gave my life over to 
Him I was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and insolent man – but Jesus showed me 
mercy  

1Ti 6:2  And those who have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren, but 
rather serve them because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and exhort these things. 

III. Expectations for other believers 
a. Paul was writing during a time where slavery was common place (60 million slaves in the 

Roman Empire) - some were treated well, like family members and others were abused  
i. There was intense racism and hatred between servant and master  

ii. But keep in mind this letter is coming from a man whose ancestors were no strangers to 
slavery - Egyptians, Babylonians 

iii. Roman citizens who owned many slaves were getting saved – but sanctification takes 
time  

iv. A Christian slave may have thought "He is a believer, how can slavery be acceptable to 
him?" And as he dwells on this he begins to despise his master 

b. Paul isn’t condoning slavery as many have falsely taught - to say that the Bible condones slavery 
is to completely ignore the gospel and the teachings of Jesus Christ – Paul is simply encouraging 
slaves to example Christ so that the hearts of their masters would be transformed 

i. Now if you want to argue about the Bible telling us that we are slaves to righteousness 
and bondservants of Christ than then you have a point - but slavery in a wordly sense is 
despicable and it is sin 

ii. Paul says the same thing to the husband or wife of an unbelieving or backslidden spouse 
– example Jesus, love them, show them honor – not because they deserve it but because 
they may see the heart of Christ through it 

1. He isn’t condoning marrying an unbeliever but he is acknowledging that we live 
in a fallen world and we live in situations that are far from God’s original plan 

c. David Guzik points out "The church itself was a place where slavery was destroyed. It was not 
uncommon for a master and a slave to go to church together, where the slave would be an elder 
in the church, and the master was expected to submit to the slave’s spiritual leadership! Such 
radical thinking was an offense to many, but glorified God and eventually destroyed slavery." 

i. The greatest reformations come from transformations. Real change in our society comes 
from real change in our hearts. This change only happens when the Spirit of God makes 
His home in us. 

IV. A Means for Personal Gain 
1Ti 6:3  If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 

a. We have seen in Genesis that satan despises God’s Word because His Words bring life. satan 
wants to steal, kill, and destroy so he has been trying to undermine the truth of God’s Word since 
the beginning of time 



i. And he uses ungodly men to accomplish this.  
ii. What is Timothy to look out for? Paul doesn’t go through a list of false teachings – he 

says any teaching that contradicts the words of Jesus 
1. It is better to have a working knowledge of what is true then to study every false 

teaching that is out there 
2. How do you spot a counterfeit bill, by studying the original – counterfeits come in 

all shapes in sizes  
b. False teaching doesn’t come exclusively from the pulpit – it can sneak into our conversations, 

into our worship, into our thoughts, into our actions, into our prayers 
i. When we boast about ourselves and our own accomplishments, when we complain about 

the hand that life has dealt us, when we are paralyzed by fear – all of these things 
contradict the words of Jesus 

ii. It doesn't matter how sound we think our theology is - if it doesn't translate to loving God 
and loving others then we haven’t understood the words of our Lord Jesus Christ -  
theology without love is bad theology 

iii. The evidence that someone has given in to false teaching… 
1Ti 6:4-6  he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from 
which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,  (5)  useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and 
destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.  (6)  Now 
godliness with contentment is great gain. 

c. How do we know there is a lack of love? - pride, conceit, the mindset that everyone else is 
beneath them 

i. In conversations they are waiting for people to slip up, during teachings they are waiting 
for the pastor to make a mistake 

ii. They are hungry for the next debate so they can show off all that they know – they’re gun 
collectors not soldiers 

iii. Friction follows them everywhere they go - useless wranglings means picking scabs 
d. They see godliness is a means of personal gain - they are not interested in bringing God glory but 

brining glory to themselves 
i. The gospel is often presented this way to appeal to this part of our fallen nature - try this 

product, it will fix everything in your life  
1. Jesus is not a product to be sold - He is the son of God who freely gave His life 

for our sins. The focus should not be on the blessings but the One who blesses. 
Not what Jesus gives but who Jesus is.  

2. Paul doesn't say there is nothing to gain by giving your life to Jesus 
V. Godliness With Contentment 

1Ti 6:6  Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 
a. Godliness with contentment is great gain! Contentment means - a complete self-sufficiency - that 

means we have gained everything in Jesus.  
i. 2Pe 1:2-4  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord,  (3)  as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  (4)  by 
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through 
these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is 
in the world through lust. 

ii. Php_4:11-13 : Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I 
am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere 
and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to 
suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

b. Contentment is only found when we truly believe the promises of God. Contentment does not 
exist apart from faith.  



i. Our culture thrives on discontentment, being dissatisfied - Jesus tells us we have all that 
we need in Him 

1Ti 6:7-8  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  (8)  And 
having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 

c. A baby comes into the world with nothing - we take nothing with us when we leave (despite 
what the ancient Egyptians may have believed) 

i. Any material thing we acquire in this life has zero significance in the next. The only thing 
we carry over are eternal works 

ii. Unfortunately we spend too much time on the material and not enough time on the 
eternal  

iii. To be content is to have an eternal mindset, to know that this is not our home 
VI. The Deceit of Riches 

1Ti 6:9-10  But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.  (10)  For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows. 

a. Riches in and of themselves are not evil, money is not evil, the love of money, the desire for 
riches - that is the trap, that is the snare - A mind fixated on wanting more 

i. C S Lewis “If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the 
most probable explanation is that we were made for another world.” The problem is we 
aren't convinced that the world can't satisfy our deepest desires.  

ii. satan takes a legitimate desire within us, the desire for something more, the desire to be 
made new - the realization that something is wrong and needs fixed - and provides a 
world of options that provide momentary pleasure but no lasting satisfaction, no lasting 
solution 

iii. There will always be something new to try - a diet, a clothing line, a new band, a new 
fad, a new movie, a new fidgit spinner - something to distract us from our greatest need  

b. Ultimately it isn’t money we want – we want to explore all the options - with more money we 
can try more new things thinking that eventually we will find satisfaction 

i. Ask Chris Cornell, or Kurt Cobain, or Michael Jackson, or the lead singer for Alice and 
Chains, or Stone Temple Pilots, or any other individual that achieved the pinnacle of 
worldly success – ask them if they found contentment and satisfaction in riches 

1Ti 6:11  But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
gentleness.  

c. But you Timothy, you ARE a man of God – that is your identity - don't chase riches - don't chase 
that next new thing - pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Pursue 
Jesus.   

i. Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. 

1Ti 6:12-16  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have 
confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  (13)  I urge you in the sight of God who 
gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate,  (14)  
that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing,  (15)  
which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords,  (16)  who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or 
can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen. 

d. Fight the good fight - not against people but for people - the fight is against these broken systems 
of the world 

i. Control and greed, the desire for more, the temptation to use godliness for personal gain, 
the bitterness that can creep into our hearts, resist the devil and hold onto eternity 

ii. Paul reminds Timothy - this is what you signed up for, God called you and you 
responded - you threw your hat in the ring - God never said it was going to be easy  



iii. “just as Jesus confessed before Pontius Pilot” - what did He confess? Jesus confessed that 
He is the King and that God is sovereign, God is in charge - and Jesus did so in precious 
few words - Paul instructs Timothy to do the same 

VII. Final Words 
1Ti 6:17-19  Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain 
riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.  (18)  Let them do good, that they be rich 
in good works, ready to give, willing to share,  (19)  storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

a. A final word to the rich – to the wealthy among you - you are rich in this present age - but use 
your riches to invest in the coming age 

i. Don't fall into the worlds trap of letting your riches be a source of pride, thinking your 
life is more valuable than the life another – your bank account isn’t a score board 

ii. Don’t find security in your assets or your belongings - find security in Jesus - be generous 
just as our God in heaven has been generous 

b. Scripture tells us we can only serve one master, we can only hold tightly to one thing - don't let it 
be our wealth, Paul says lay hold of eternal life – lay hold of Jesus  

1Ti 6:20-21  O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings 
and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge— (21)  by professing it some have strayed concerning 
the faith. Grace be with you. Amen. 

c. Finally Timothy - stay on point - don't get distracted, don't get caught up in vain pursuits. Just 
give people Jesus. That’s wise counsel for all of us. 

VIII. COMMUNION 


