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1 TIMOTHY 
 
 

A Great Mystery Revealed 
1 Timothy 2 

 
I. Ministry is Messy 

a. Church isn’t a country club, it’s a hospital. If you’ve ever been in the hospital or worked in a 
hospital you know it’s organized chaos, loud, busy, sometimes messy but if it’s run correctly 
people are being treated 

i. There’s healing taking place. A clean and quite hospital in an empty hospital 
i. Don’t get me wrong – the messes must be cleaned up or else disease spreads. Imagine 

going to a hospital that had uncleaned bed pans everywhere, used syringes lying around, 
IV bags draped over chairs, people walking around with open wounds, infectious disease 
spreading..you ask “what in the world is going on?” A nurse replies “this hospital 
welcomes the sick with open arms but we don’t want to hurt them with painful things like 
surgery. We don’t want to make our patients uncomfortable.” 

ii. We want to be a hospital that welcomes the sick with open arms but then, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, treats the sickness 

1. Not only sharing the healing power of Christ but keeping a careful watch over 
each other and helping one another fully realize our identity in Christ  

b. Ministry is messy, ministry is messy because of sin. We all have old natures that demand to be 
served and we are all learning what it truly means to be a new creation.  

i. That is a bumpy road but a road worth traveling. Sometimes we grow weary on that road. 
Struggling with the consequences of others sin, the consequences of our own sin. It 
becomes mentally exhausting. That’s why Paul was often writing things like… 

ii. Gal_6:9  And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap 
if we do not lose heart. 

iii. 2Th_3:13  But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good. 
c. And that is the heart of Paul’s letter to his son in the faith, Timothy, who is experiencing this 

same fatigue as he pastors a church Ephesus 
i. The church in Ephesus is messy, there’s issues, there’s blemishes, but Paul tells Timothy 

the fight is worth it. 1Ti 1:18  This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to 
the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good 
warfare, 

ii. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 

1. Paul goes on to address some very specific issues within the church in Ephesus 
and provides practical solutions for Timothy to lead this church and love them 
well 

2. First Paul addresses the men 
1Ti 2:1-15  Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men,  (2)  for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and reverence.  (3)  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  (4)  who 
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  (5)  For there is one God and one 
Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,  (6)  who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time,  (7)  for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am speaking the truth in 



Christ and not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  (8)  I desire therefore that the men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting;   

II. Starts With Authority 
a. In many of Paul’s letters he deals with the issue of authority and a Christian’s appropriate 

response to authority – regardless of the office whether it be governors, kings, bosses, parents, 
husbands, or God Himself Paul’s message is always the same 

i. Rom 13:1-2  Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.  (2)  
Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who 
resist will bring judgment on themselves. 

ii. All rulers are used by God to fulfill prophecy and to accomplish His will  
iii. What is our responsibility as a community of believers for those in authority? 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men,  (2)  for 
kings and all who are in authority, 

b. The result - that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence 
i. Is our choice of news network helping us to lead a quiet and peaceable lives or is it 

causing us to be bitter, angry, and hateful?  
1. I've noticed that those who are radically involved in the Christian political scene 

are rarely quiet or peaceful. On the contrary, there seems to be an anger about 
them. And sometimes I wonder if this is really what the Lord intends for us. How 
much better it would be, in my opinion, if we would do less talking and more 
praying concerning political matters. Jon Courson 

2. What impact did Paul’s advice have on this pagan world empire? Remember 
Christianity had been banned from at this time. Early Christians in Ancient Rome 
faced severe persecution. These early Christians faced death if they did not reject 
Jesus and worship the emperor. Emperors would often turn the people against the 
Christians when Rome faced difficult times. In AD 64, part of Rome was burned 
down. The Emperor Nero blamed the Christians which started massive waves of 
arrests and executions. 

3. This was the political climate for Christians. So when Paul says pray for your 
leaders because they are appointed by God this was not an easy saying 

a. 200 years later Rome adopted Christianity as it’s official religion. 
b. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  (4)  who 

desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
c. Legislation doesn’t change a nation, salvation does – we wage war not 

with earthly weapons but with divine weapons that have the power to 
demolish strongholds casting down arguments and every high thing that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God 

ii. That doesn’t mean we are not active in voting our convictions but there should be less 
talk and more prayer 

c. Young Timothy train the men in your fellowship to be men of prayer first and foremost – “I 
desire therefore that the men pray everywhere lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting” 

i. Three of the strongest words – Let’s pray now 
ii. Men who lead well pray well 

(9)  in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, 
not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing,  (10)  but, which is proper for women professing 
godliness, with good works. (Dressing for attention) (11)  Let a woman learn in silence with all submission.  
(12)  And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence.   

III. Complimentary Roles 
a. I understand, this is a somewhat difficult text. Some women read this and all they hear is “Oh 

I’m just supposed to keep my mouth shut and have babies.” That couldn’t be further from the 
truth. 



i. We have a couple options when we come across difficult texts in scripture – ignore it 
(pretend it’s not there), reject it (Paul’s words were not inspired), we manipulate it to fit 
into our belief system (Paul was speaking to just a select group of people), or we submit 
to the authority of God’s Word and allow it to change us 

b. If we want it to change us we must seek to understand what Paul is saying here. To truly see the 
big picture we need to understand God’s original design for marriage – that life long relationship 
between a man and a woman  

i. In Ephesians 5:32 Paul calls marriage a profound mystery. When God created the first 
male and female He also created the Holy Covenant of marriage.  

ii. Gen 2:24  Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh. 

1. In that moment God did not reveal His complete purpose for marriage – it 
remained a mystery 

iii. But through Jesus Christ the divine purpose of marriage was fully revealed, they mystery 
was uncovered 

1. The full revelation – A marriage between a husband and a wife is a living 
representation of the relationship that Jesus has with His bride the church 

2. Marriage was designed by God to be a picture, although a blurry picture at best, 
but a picture of the self-sacrificial love Jesus has for His church and the respect 
and honor that the church has for Jesus  

3. God doesn’t simply tell us about His character – He shows us. All of creation is a 
revelation of who He is. Everything He has created, everything He has designed 
tells us His story, helps us to see Him more clearly 

4. We must keep this in mind as we approach this text – there is a bigger picture 
here, something more important than our rights and our feelings 

iv. Men and women are created differently because we play different rules in this play – if 
everyone had the same part in a play that play would make no sense 

c. What are the roles – one author defines them this way: 
i. Headship is the divine calling of a husband to take primary responsibility for Christ-like 

servant leadership, protection, and provision in the home. 
ii. Submission is the divine calling of a wife to honor and affirm her husband's leadership 

and help carry it through according to her gifts. 
1. That author goes on to say - When a husband leads like Christ and a wife 

responds like the bride of Christ, there is a harmony…that is more beautiful and 
more satisfying and more fruitful than any pattern of marriage created by man. 
God loves his people and he loves his glory. And therefore when we follow his 
(design for) marriage, we are most satisfied and He is most glorified. 

d. We know that anything the bears the image of God is under attack by the enemy of God - The 
enemy has been attacking marriages since the beginning of mankind, he was attacking them in 
Ephesus, and he is attacking them now 

i. These unique specific roles within a marriage today have been at best ignored and at 
worst demonized 

1. Men have shrugged off their calling to be servant-leaders and they are either lazy 
or passive or disinterested in leading or they live at the other extreme where they 
are unloving, harsh and demanding. This is my kingdom and I am king – none of 
this reflects the heart of Jesus and His love for His church 

2. Some women on the other hand have traded respect and honor for their husbands 
for defiance and cruelty. They challenge their husbands at every turn, they are 
contentious, insulting, hurtful, and demeaning.  

3. If this describes your marriage this is not who you are in Jesus. This is not what 
your marriage was designed to be. Don’t get comfortable in a prevision of God’s 
perfect plan 



IV. The Church in Ephesus 
a. Paul is equipping Timothy to deal with this distorted view of marriage that has crept into the 

church  
i. Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. That word silence is the same word we 

saw in verse 2 - that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence 
ii. The idea here isn’t women keep their mouths shut, it is a description of a peaceable way 

of life that provides a rich soil for the family to grow 
1. What is a quiet way of life? It is a life that doesn’t go out of its way to find drama. 

It’s a life that doesn’t thrive on negativity – hungry for that next piece of gossip. 
It’s a life that doesn’t complain about every little thing – that understands that 
love covers a multitude of sin.  

2. Proverbs 27:15-16 A quarrelsome wife is like the dripping of a leaky roof in a 
rainstorm; restraining her is like restraining the wind or grasping oil with the 
hand. 

3. This does not describe a woman who sees legitimate issues within a marriage and 
wants to address them for the glory of God – this is a woman that endlessly chips 
away at her husband and almost finds pleasure in it 

4. Husbands – don’t you dare use this as a free pass to act like jerks. You come 
home late from the bar and play this card on the table – that’s wrong.  

5. Women - If you want your husband to step up and be the man God created him to 
be – pray for him 

b. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence.   
i. I do not permit a woman to teach – in Titus 2 he tells older women to teach they younger 

women; in 2 Timothy 3:14 Paul tells Timothy to remember whom he learned the 
Scriptures from – that was his mother Eunice and grandmother Lois; we saw in Acts 18 
both Priscilla and Aquila took Apollos into their home and taught him the way of God 
more accurately  

ii. There are many women who are gifted teachers – the teaching that Paul is referring to 
relates directly to teaching from a place of authority. We will see through Paul’s letters 
that the office of elder was held by men who were to do two things – governing and 
teaching. 

1. Paul is saying I do not permit women to hold the office of elder within the church 
1Ti 2:13-15  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  (14)  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived, fell into transgression.  (15)  Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in 
faith, love, and holiness, with self-control. 

V. The Why… 
a. Paul explains the why… 

i. Adam was created first. God’s order of creation had purpose. That mystery was revealed 
in the New Testament. Man is a picture of the headship of Jesus. God created Adam, put 
him in the garden, gave him the responsibility of caring for the garden, gave him the 
moral pattern for the garden, and then gave him Eve as a helpmate to help carry out the 
responsibilities within the garden 

ii. These rolls have been woven into us since the beginning of creation 
b. “Adam was not deceived (by the snake), but the woman being deceived fell into transgression” 

i. The snake spoke directly to Eve, some say this is because women are more susceptible to 
temptation – I don’t buy that.  

ii. Look at the prison system – 83 percent of serious crimes are committed by men 
iii. This was a direct attack on the image of God. Just as God is deliberate in the way he 

creates, satan is deliberate in the way he seeks to distort and destroy.  
1. Look at what is under attack today marriages, families, and identities – what it 

means to be a man and what it means to be a woman 



c. Paul is simply saying church leadership should reflect the pattern that God has given us since the 
beginning because of the unique ways men and women have been created – that best reflects 
Jesus and His relationship with the church and to also understand that will continually be under 
attack 

i. Men – that means we embrace our identity as servant-leaders in our homes and in our 
church body 

d. What about this whole “saved in childbearing things?” 
i. There’s a wide range of opinions but I personally believe this – “the woman being 

deceived, fell into transgression.  Nevertheless she will be saved” – How? Through the 
child in which she will bear and which she will give the name Emmanuel – God With Us 

1. Women will forever have the apple as part of their past, but they have something 
far greater – carrying they Savior of the World 

ii. If we find ourselves living distorted roles what do we do – We cry out like Paul -  O 
wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?  I thank God—
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but 
with the flesh the law of sin. 

iii. We take it to our mediator – Jesus, remind me who I am in you. 


