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1 Thessalonians 04:13 – 05 
THE RAPTURE 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. We closed our study last week by taking a look at the first 12 verses of Chapter 4. 

 
1. Paul was on the subject of holiness and exhorted the church in Thessalonica to 

remain sexually pure. 
2. He told them that they were to “master” their own bodies, instead of letting their 

bodies master them. 
a) …That is the way of the world, not the way of a Christian. 

3. Then he told them that if they rejected this counsel, they were rejecting God! 
a) In other words, Paul’s words were the words of the Lord! 

4. We closed out our study with Paul exhorting them to lead quite lives by minding 
their own business and working for a living. 
a) Now he moves on to those saints that have died in Christ. 

 
II. 1TH 4:13 NKJV  BUT I DO NOT WANT YOU TO BE IGNORANT, BRETHREN, 

CONCERNING THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP, LEST YOU SORROW AS OTHERS 
WHO HAVE NO HOPE. 
 
A. Christians have the ability to deal with death in a different way than the world does. 

 
1. The world has no hope.  You can see that in the way they grieve.  They have no 

hope beyond the grave. 
a) Believers on the other hand, have an eternity of rest to look forward to. 
b) A cessation of their hurts and pains and labors. 

2. I certainly do not want to give the impression that it is wrong to grieve the loss 
of a loved one…. 
a) But Christians know that life does not cease to exist after death! 
b) Paul goes on to explain. 

 
III. 1TH 4:14 NKJV  FOR IF WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN, EVEN SO 

GOD WILL BRING WITH HIM THOSE WHO SLEEP IN JESUS. 
 
A. Our resurrection is based upon Jesus’ resurrection. 

 
1. Because he was raised from the dead, so shall we be! 
2. And if we or a loved one should die before the Lord’s return - we have the 

Lord’s promise that we will return with Him! 
 
IV. 1TH 4:15 NKJV  FOR THIS WE SAY TO YOU BY THE WORD OF THE LORD, THAT WE 

WHO ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN UNTIL THE COMING OF THE LORD WILL BY NO 
MEANS PRECEDE THOSE WHO ARE ASLEEP. 
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A. In other words, on that day the Lord’s first business will be with those who have died 

believing in Him. 
 
1. And this is what He will do on the day. 

 
V. 1TH 4:16 NKJV  FOR THE LORD HIMSELF WILL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH A 

SHOUT, WITH THE VOICE OF AN ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMPET OF GOD. 
AND THE DEAD IN CHRIST WILL RISE FIRST. 
 
A. SHOUT = 2752 keleuma {kel'-yoo-mah}  = an order, command, spec. a stimulating 

cry, that by which a signal is given to men, e.g. to rowers by the master of a ship, to 
soldiers by a commander (with a loud summons, a trumpet call) 
 
1. This particular Greek word is used nowhere else in scripture. 
2. But its closest derivative is always interpreted as “command”. 

a) So, at the instant of Jesus’ return, he will “command” and things will 
begin to happen. 
 

B. Jud 1:9 NKJV  Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he 
disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling 
accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 
 
1. Michael is the only archangel named in scripture, so he will either return with 

Jesus, or the command Jesus gives will be with the voice of an archangel. 
 

C. 1Co 15:52-58 NKJV  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed.  (53)  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality.  (54)  So when this corruptible has put on 
incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”  (55) “O 
Death, where is your sting?   O Hades, where is your victory?”  (56)  The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.  (57)  But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (58)  Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
1. Mat 24:31 NKJV  And He will send His angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other.  
a) So, the Lord will bring the “incorruptible, resurrected dead” in Christ with 

Him when He comes. 
b) The trumpet will be both a signal for rallying His troops as well as a battle 

cry. 
(1) This will occur just prior to the great Tribulation. 
 

VI. 1TH 4:17 NKJV  THEN WE WHO ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT UP 
TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR. AND THUS 
WE SHALL ALWAYS BE WITH THE LORD. 
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A. The phrase “caught up” in Latin is where we get the word “rapture”. 

 
1. The Christians alive at this time will be immediately transformed bodily, and 

meet the Lord and the other believers in the sky. 
 

B. I believe there is more than adequate scripture to prove a pre-tribulation rapture. 
 
1. Rev 3:10 NKJV  Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also 

will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole 
world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  

2. Mat 24:37-42 NKJV  But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming 
of the Son of Man be.   (38)  For as in the days before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered the ark,   (39)  and did not know until the flood came and 
took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.   (40)  
Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left.   (41)  
Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other 
left.   (42)  Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is 
coming.  
a) Noah and his family were the only “righteous” left. 
b) The only distinction in the people taken and the people left behind - will 

be their belief in the Lord! It is only the Lord that makes anyone 
righteous! 
(1) One is “raptured” = “caught up” in the air to be with the Lord and 

the other is not! 
(2) Jesus will keep them from the hour of trial which shall come 

upon the whole world. 
 

C. Please notice in verse 17 – and thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
 

VII. 1TH 4:18 NKJV  THEREFORE COMFORT ONE ANOTHER WITH THESE WORDS. 
 
A. With all of these promises, death is different for the Christian. 

 
VIII. 1TH 5:1-3 NKJV  BUT CONCERNING THE TIMES AND THE SEASONS, BRETHREN, 

YOU HAVE NO NEED THAT I SHOULD WRITE TO YOU.  (2)  FOR YOU YOURSELVES 
KNOW PERFECTLY THAT THE DAY OF THE LORD SO COMES AS A THIEF IN THE 
NIGHT.  (3)  FOR WHEN THEY SAY, “PEACE AND SAFETY!” THEN SUDDEN 
DESTRUCTION COMES UPON THEM, AS LABOR PAINS UPON A PREGNANT WOMAN. 
AND THEY SHALL NOT ESCAPE. 

 
A. There was no need for Paul to write them concerning when the Lord would return 

because no one knows except the Father. 
 
1. Mar 13:31-32 NKJV  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will 

by no means pass away.   (32)  “But of that day and hour no one knows, 
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
 

B. Of this, we can be certain: 
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1. It will come swiftly, with a shout, a trumpet, the voice of an Archangel and it 

and catch everyone off guard. 
2. But Christians should live in a constant state of readiness. 

 
IX. 1TH 5:4-11 NKJV  BUT YOU, BRETHREN, ARE NOT IN DARKNESS, SO THAT THIS DAY 

SHOULD OVERTAKE YOU AS A THIEF.  (5)  YOU ARE ALL SONS OF LIGHT AND SONS 
OF THE DAY. WE ARE NOT OF THE NIGHT NOR OF DARKNESS.  (6)  THEREFORE LET 
US NOT SLEEP, AS OTHERS DO, BUT LET US WATCH AND BE SOBER.  (7)  FOR 
THOSE WHO SLEEP, SLEEP AT NIGHT, AND THOSE WHO GET DRUNK ARE DRUNK 
AT NIGHT.  (8)  BUT LET US WHO ARE OF THE DAY BE SOBER, PUTTING ON THE 
BREASTPLATE OF FAITH AND LOVE, AND AS A HELMET THE HOPE OF SALVATION.  
(9)  FOR GOD DID NOT APPOINT US TO WRATH, BUT TO OBTAIN SALVATION 
THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  (10)  WHO DIED FOR US, THAT WHETHER WE 
WAKE OR SLEEP, WE SHOULD LIVE TOGETHER WITH HIM.  (11)  THEREFORE 
COMFORT EACH OTHER AND EDIFY ONE ANOTHER, JUST AS YOU ALSO ARE 
DOING. 
 
A. Christians will not cease to exist at death, they just “graduate” to be with the Lord! 

 
1. That is cause for celebration, not grieving! 

 
X. CONCLUSION 

 
A. 1Th 5:12-13 NKJV  And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor 

among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you,  (13)  and to esteem 
them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 

 
a) Folks I encourage you to do the same – look around you at those who 

are serving you and the Lord, stop and say, “Thank you!” once-in-a-
while! 
(1) It is a noble thing to serve the Lord and His people and those who 

do - are to be held in “high regard”. 
(2) Paul just simply says to esteem them very highly in love 

because of their work. Not because they are perfect! 
 

B. 1Th 5:14-28 NKJV  Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, 
comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.  (15)  See that no 
one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for 
yourselves and for all.  (16)  Rejoice always,  (17)  pray without ceasing,  (18)  in 
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  (19)  
Do not quench the Spirit.  (20)  Do not despise prophecies.  (21)  Test all things; 
hold fast what is good.  (22)  Abstain from every form of evil. (23)  Now may the 
God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, 
and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (24)  
He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.  (25)  Brethren, pray for us.  (26)  
Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.  (27)  I charge you by the Lord that this 
epistle be read to all the holy brethren.  (28)  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. Amen. 


