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1THESSALONIANS 
 

Whom Then Shall I Fear? 
1 Thessalonians 2 

 
I. Faith, Hope, and Love 

a. Thessalonica – large port city located on the Thermaic Gulf of the Aegean Sea 
i. Population during Paul’s time was heavily pagan but with a Jewish presence  

ii. This was Paul’s first letter and quite possibly the oldest book in the New Testament 
1. Letter can broken down into 3 parts – reminding the Thessalonians of their past, 

refocusing them on their present, and revealing their future -  and Paul outlines 
those 3 parts in verse 3 of chapter 1 - (3)  remembering without ceasing your work 
of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of 
our God and Father 

2. First 3 chapters remind them how they began – Work of faith – the foundation 
they had built on – a foundation of faith in the gospel 

3. Chapter 4 and the beginning of 5 Paul refocuses them on their highest calling – to 
labor in love 

4. Finish Chapter 5 revealing to them their future – the patience of their hope - Jesus 
will return for His church and carry them into eternity 

a. Faith, Hope, and Love – the greatest of these? Love 
b. We are in the middle of Paul’s reminder to the church of how they began 

i. We often encourage each other to forget the past but when it comes to the work of the 
Lord it is best that we remember 

1. Moses was instructed to remind his sons of what the Lord did for His people 
2. Jesus told us to remember Him every time we break bread and drink of the cup 
3. Throughout Paul’s letters he writes remember my chains, remember our toil, 

remember our labor, remember what I told you, remember that Jesus was raised 
from the dead, remember the words of the Lord 

a. It is good to remember the work of the Lord in our lives because we are so 
prone to forget  

b. That is why Paul spends the first 3 chapters reminding them how they 
began 

c. 1 Thes 1:8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith 
toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 

i. There is a good reason for this – they began this work on the firm 
foundation of Jesus and His gospel 

d. Remarkable that Paul only spent 3 weeks evangelizing, planting, and 
training up yet a year later we read that through them the Word of God is 
going out to every place 

i. That’s what we want – to be used to spread the truth of who Jesus 
is and what He has done 

1Th 2:1-2  For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain.  (2)  But even after we 
had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to 
you the gospel of God in much conflict. 

II. Boldness in Conflict 



a. We know how Paul suffered in Phillipi. What conflict is Paul speaking of in Thessalonica? 
i. Paul preached the gospel in the synagogue (reasoned, explained, and demonstrated) and 

some of the Jews were persuaded and many of the gentiles were persuaded but…. Act 
17:5-7  But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil 
men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and 
attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.  (6)  But when 
they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, 
crying out, "These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.  (7)  
Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, 
saying there is another king—Jesus." 

ii. Jews, motivated by envy, recruited evil man – lewd fellows to incite a riot – morally 
depraved, wicked, perverted 

1. How would these religious men convince these perverted men to go after Paul? 
What in the world could they possibly have in common? 

2. We see it in their accusation to the rulers of the city “These who have turned the 
world upside down have come here too.” 

3. The gospel was a threat to their way of life - 2Co 2:15-16  For we are to God the 
fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing.  (16)  To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to 
the other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these 
things? 

b. Whatever these religious leaders were teaching in Thessalonia the wicked men in the city had no 
problem coexisting with it  

i. But when the true gospel was preached both the religious and the wicked were incited to 
violence 

ii. The gospel of Jesus flips this upside-down world upside down. For some – that is a 
welcome relief – that is true repentance – we need that change of direction – we 
desperately need that change of course  

1. For others – for those who are perfectly content in the trajectory of their lives the 
gospel is a reminder of their trajectories final destination 

2. We should be concerned if the unrepentant world is extremely comfortable with 
us – by nature the gospel is not civil, it’s not cordial, it doesn’t compromise – it 
doesn’t seek to appease, or pacify, or placate, or negotiate 

3. Yes it is the good news but it is only good news for those that believe, for those 
that reject what Christ has done it’s terrible news. 

iii. Paul reminds them that despite the persecution they were and are worth it. That is a 
question we must ask ourselves – are the men and women who will come to know Christ 
worth the conflict that will come from those who reject Him? 

1. As our lives center around the true gospel for some it will be a breath of fresh air 
and for others it will be a reminder of death 

2. It is a grave error to think we can please man and at the same time please God 
1Th 2:3-8  For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit.  (4)  But as we 
have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God 
who tests our hearts.  (5)  For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for 
covetousness—God is witness.  (6)  Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we 
might have made demands as apostles of Christ.  (7)  But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing 
mother cherishes her own children. So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you 
not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 

III. Pleasing God and Not Men 
a. The one thing that stands in the way of a believer sharing the gospel, more so than any other 

thing, is the fear of man 
i. Not the fear of persecution but of perception. “What will they think of me?” 



ii. Paul says that he has been entrusted with the gospel by God so he looks to God to test his 
heart. He looks to God for approval. 

iii. When we seek to please man we present the gospel and look for their reaction – and then 
we adjust the gospel depending on what people want to hear 

1. That is what Paul means when he refers to flattering words - "kolakeia" means to 
flatter someone as a means to take advantage of or gain something from them 
through speech.  

2. Kolakeia's concept is to overload someone with compliments so the speaker can 
slip in another idea that the listener may not agree upon. 

a. We didn’t cloak the gospel to get what we wanted from you even if that 
meant more conversions 

b. Doesn’t mean Paul’s method never changed but the message never did 
b. Our prayer needs to be “Lord crucify that motive within us that seeks to please man over you” – 

that motive will never have the power to transform lives 
i. That antidote? Love from God and love for God casts out all fear. An affection and 

reverence for Him the supersedes our affection for anything else is the only cure for the 
fear of man. 

1. Hugh Lattimer once preached before King Henry VIII. Henry was greatly 
displeased by the boldness in the sermon and ordered Lattimer to preach again 
on the following Sunday and apologize for the offence he had given. The next 
Sunday, after reading his text, he thus began his sermon: "Hugh Lattimer, dost 
thou know before whom thou are this day to speak? To the high and mighty 
monarch, the king's most excellent majesty, who can take away thy life, if thou 
offendest. Therefore, take heed that thou speakest not a word that may displease. 
But then consider well, Hugh, dost thou not know from whence thou comest--upon 
Whose message thou are sent? Even by the great and mighty God, Who is all-
present and Who beholdeth all thy ways and Who is able to cast thy soul into hell! 
Therefore, take care that thou deliverest thy message faithfully." He then 
preached the same sermon he had preached the preceeding Sunday--and with 
considerably more energy.  

2. Heb 13:5-6  Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such 
things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU 
NOR FORSAKE YOU."  (6)  So we may boldly say: "THE LORD IS MY 
HELPER; I WILL NOT FEAR. WHAT CAN MAN DO TO ME?" 

3. Psa 23:4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil; For You are with me; 

ii. We must never get caring about others confused with caring about what others think. 
Paul writes we love you so we share with you the truth of the gospel, and not only the 
gospel, but our lives. 

1Th 2:9-13  For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might not be 
a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.  (10)  You are witnesses, and God also, how 
devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe;  (11)  as you know how we 
exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father does his own children,  (12)  that you 
would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.  (13)  For this reason we also 
thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you 
welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you 
who believe. 

IV. A Labor of Love 
a. Why were the Thessalonians so effective in spreading the gospel, because they had Paul’s 

example  
i. Paul came not only sharing the gospel in word, but showing the Love of God through His 

actions – they learned what it meant to labor in love  



b. What does love in action look like? 
i. Paul embraced the role of servant – A servant serves – and sometimes its hard work – its 

blood, sweat, and tears – Paul more than likely built tents during the day so that he could 
teach and serve at night.  

1. We love our families so we work to provide for them. Paul didn’t want to be a 
burden on this young church that quite literally was planted a few days earlier. 

2. His service proved he wasn’t there for the money. He was there because he loved 
them. 

ii. Paul embraced the role of leader and example – welcomed the fact that many eyes were 
on him – Follow me as I follow Christ – thank God for those kind of men  

iii. Paul embraced the role of father – speaking words of comfort, encouragement and 
exhortation motivated out of love so that they would walk worthy of God 

c. The Thessalonians welcomed it – not because they thought Paul was some high-minded 
philosopher but because they believed his words were actually God’s Words 

i. They saw Jesus in Paul – servant, leader, Father – and they believed. They received the 
love of God and allowed the Word of God to have its way in them. 

ii. That is why we spend so much time in the Bible – not because it contains God’s Word 
but because it is God’s Word 

1. Every time we open it, receive it and trust in it, we will be changed 
1Th 2:14-16  For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ 
Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans,  
(15)  who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please 
God and are contrary to all men,  (16)  forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as 
always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost. 

V. Share in His Sufferings 
a. Paul reminds them – I know you have suffered but you do not suffer alone and you do not suffer 

without purpose.  
i. That suffering means you are on the right track! 

ii. 2Ti 3:12  Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
1. I’ve yet to see that on a greeting card or on a Thomas Kinkade painting but is just 

as true as all the other promises we so gladly hold on to 
iii. Joh 15:17-19  These things I command you, that you love one another.  (18)  "If the 

world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.  (19)  If you were of the 
world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

1. Are we still all in? Can we say “so be it? That is a welcome price to pay to see the 
dead come to life through the power of the cross.” 

2. Joh_16:33  These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. 
In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world." 

1Th 2:17-20  But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, 
endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire.  (18)  Therefore we wanted to come to you—even 
I, Paul, time and again—but Satan hindered us.  (19)  For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is 
it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  (20)  For you are our glory and joy. 

b.  Paul writes “we have been beaten, and imprisoned, and have suffered greatly at the hands of evil 
men but it is all worth it because men and women are stepping into eternal life with Jesus 

i. Your salvation makes it all worth it – you bring us joy, you are our glory. 
ii. Rom 8:18  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 
iii. Christians can we say “bring it on” – I’m confident that the pain of judgmental stares of 

others cannot compare to the joy of watching a family transformed because mom or dad 
or son or daughter gave their life to Jesus 


