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1PETER 
 
 

Seeking and Serving in the Face of Suffering 
1 Peter 5 

 
I. 1 Peter – Peter gave the early church words to die on 

a. With immense persecution on the horizon, Peter provided encouragement for the early 
church, which was no easy task 

i. We’ve all been in situations where words seem hollow, the loss of a loved one, a 
difficult diagnosis, sudden tragedy, it’s difficult to find words that will help – 
Peter’s situation is unique in that his audience is suffering because of what he 
taught them – either directly or indirectly 

ii. Some of his readers will die a horrific death for doing exactly what Peter has 
taught them to, they will be tortured and killed because they put their trust and 
their hope in a man named Jesus, many will watch as their family and friends are 
tortured and killed, we saw the fulfillment of Peter’s words in the Easter Sunday 
study – in the writings of historian Cornelius Tacitus - Mockery of every sort was 
added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs 
and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and 
burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had 3 expired. 

iii. What would you say to these people if you knew this was in their near future? I 
know what I would say – run, hide, protect yourself. 

1. That’s not what Peter told them to do 
b. 1Pe 4:12-13  Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 

try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;  (13)  but rejoice to the 
extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you 
may also be glad with exceeding joy. 

i. How do you say something like that to someone who is about to endure such 
incredible hardships? How dare you say something like that? Either he was 
sadistic, or he had a supernatural perspective, a mind that was fixed on an 
eternal reward 

ii.  He also wrote: 1Pe 3:14-16  But even if you should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, you are blessed. "AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THEIR THREATS, 
NOR BE TROUBLED."  (15)  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and 
always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for 
the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;  (16)  having a good 
conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your 
good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 

iii. These are the words of a man who has placed his confidence in another world, 
another Kingdom, in another King – these are the words of a man who knows 
that this life is brief and it is fading fast – there’s something infinitely more 
substantial beyond this life – so he is going to use the small allotment of breath 
he has left to proclaim to the world the hope that is available through Jesus 
Christ 

1. 1Pe 4:1-2  Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the 



flesh has ceased from sin,  (2)  that he no longer should live the rest 
of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 

2. This is the mind that Peter is trying to plant inside these early believers – 
because without this mind fear will win out and the spread of the message 
of the gospel will be silenced 

c. Not simply a mind set on heaven 
i. What excites us about eternity? Reuniting with loved ones, escaping this reality, 

the promise of a pain free life? All those things are part of eternity but not the 
central reward of eternity. 

ii. What is our greatest reward as adopted children? Being in the presence of God 
and enjoying Him forever. Heaven is not heaven without the presence of God. 

iii. That is why Jesus died - 1Pe 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 

1. Jesus loves His bride the church and He can’t wait to bring us into the 
presence of His Father so what we may enjoy Him   

2. Psa 16:11  You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is 
fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

iv. Today people want Christianity without Christ, they want the rewards of 
Godliness but without God Himself. They want deliverance from their addiction 
without a relationship with the deliverer, they want their marriage restored without 
submitting to the one who restores. They want to be free to graze in the fields 
without the leading of the Good Shepherd. They are satisfied with all the benefits 
of religion without a relationship with Jesus. (letter a church received) 

1. Jesus is not a means to an end, He is the end. He is the chief aim, the 
ultimate reward, the fulfillment of our joy. 

2. Why did the little children come to Him (the disciples discouraged them 
but Jesus said the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these)? Why did 
Jesus tell Martha that Mary has chosen the better thing?  

3. This kind of suffering doesn’t make any sense if Jesus is the reward at the 
end of it all 

4. 1Pe 1:6-9  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
need be, you have been grieved by various trials,  (7)  that the 
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that 
perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, 
and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  (8)  whom having not 
seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you 
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  (9)  receiving the end 
of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 

d. Regardless of how we have spent our lives up to this moment, it’s not too late to live our 
remaining years with purpose – but what is our purpose? 

i. Peter closes his first letter answering that very question 
1Pe 5:1-4  The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed:  (2)  Shepherd the 
flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not 
for dishonest gain but eagerly;  (3)  nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock;  (4)  and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown 
of glory that does not fade away. 

II.  Elders, shepherd the flock 
a. Elder – presbuteros – where Presbyterians get their name – a denomination governed 

by elders 



i. While Peter’s admonition includes leaders in the church the word presbuteros is 
much more general - it means older or used as a noun, a senior. 

ii. As David Guzik points out “The word “elder” simply speaks of the maturity and 
wisdom that an older person should have, making them qualified for leadership.  
In its application, it is more about wisdom and maturity than age.” 

1. We are talking about those who have experience walking with Jesus  
iii. Peter humbly points out, “I am one of you,” although he is one of the most 

prominent leaders in the early church next to Paul, he doesn’t claim some special 
office – he follows the example that Jesus set, lowering himself 

iv. As someone who has walked with Jesus, who experienced the horror and terror 
of Christ’s crucifixion, and witnessed the glory of His resurrection – this qualifies 
him to speak on the topic of suffering – he is no stranger to the fear that comes 
from being known as a follower of Jesus  

1. Although he denied Christ at his crucifixion, he would not deny him again 
– as church tradition teaches us Peter was crucified upside-down in Rome 

b. Peter writes – to those of us with experience walking with Jesus, we all must shepherd 
the flock of God 

i. This is a calling that must be near and dear to Peter’s heart – after Peter denied 
Jesus he went into a state of morning – he betrayed the one whom he loved  

ii. After Jesus appeared to the disciples in the upper room after His resurrection 
(doubting Thomas) Peter still didn’t seem to know what to do with himself 
(probably questioned how Jesus felt about him) - shortly after Peter decides to go 
fishing - Joh 21:5-7  Then Jesus said to them, "Children, have you any 
food?" They answered Him, "No."  (6)  And He said to them, "Cast the net 
on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast, and now 
they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.  (7)  
Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" 
Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer 
garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. 

iii. After breakfast Jesus looks at Peter – asks him about his devotion – and three 
times tells him “Feed My sheep” 

1. How important do you think this calling became to Peter? And now Peter 
makes it clear – it isn’t just his calling – we are all called to this 

2. Mentorship is essential in the body of Christ 
iv. My son turns twelve this week – I may have only 6 more years with him – my 

time with him cannot be wasted – have I demonstrated to him the value of 
Jesus? – not just morality, being well behaved, trying his best in class – but have 
I shown him the value of Jesus?  

1. So much so that when his trials come they only serve to strengthen his 
faith in Jesus 

c. What does it mean to shepherd the flock? There are two reasons we don’t invest in the 
next generation = we either don’t know how to or we don’t want to – nothing I can say 
will change the latter but Peter’s words in chapter 5 are for the former  

i. Let’s look to the Good Shepherd as our example - Joh 10:11-13  "I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.  (12)  But a 
hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches 
the sheep and scatters them.  (13)  The hireling flees because he is a 
hireling and does not care about the sheep. 

1. A Godly mentor isn’t easily scared off – they willfully give their life for the 
sheep 



2. This may seem intimidating, but Jesus isn’t looking for perfection – He is 
looking for the willing – as Alexander Maclaren wrote “Jesus doesn’t ask 
“are you sorry?” nor “will you promise never to do that again?” “Jesus 
Christ asks each one of us, not for obedience primarily, not for 
repentance, not for vows, not for conduct, but for a heart; and that being 
given, all the rest will follow.” 

ii. They feed the sheep – their interactions are seasoned with Biblical counsel – 
taking every opportunity to inject the truth of God’s Word into life’s circumstances  

iii. serving as overseers – not lording over but watching over – staying attentive, 
staying engaged, reaching out, checking for a pulse  

iv. not by compulsion but willingly – this deals with matters of the heart, with our 
primary motivation – why we do what we do – Peter says if we do it begrudgingly 
then something is broken within us – again we are not hirelings, in fact the pay 
for being a parent is pretty poor – if we can’t see the good in investing in the next 
generation of believers we need to pray that God would open up our eyes to this 
reality 

v. not for dishonest gain but eagerly – if we disciple for selfish reasons we are again 
a hired hand – Matthew 23:15 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single 
convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as much a 
child of hell as you are. 

1. We are not winning people to us, attempting to get people to follow us, to 
think the way we think, or to give our own faith credibility – discipleship 
must be born out of genuine concern for our brothers and sisters  

vi.  nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock 
1. Persuasion gets a bad rap – it’s a gift that we relegate to lawyers, 

politicians, and salesmen  
2. Persuasion is the action of convincing someone to do or believe 

something 
a. In the world we persuade people to do something so that we may 

benefit from it – we use persuasion to take from someone else  
b. And the tools of persuasion are money (everyone has a price) and 

power (do this or else) – Lording over someone – isn’t that how 
politicians get things done? Isn’t that how things get done in the 
corporate world – unfortunately isn’t that how things get done in the 
church today?  

vii. Persuasion isn’t a bad thing when you are trying to convince people of their great 
need for Jesus, it’s not a bad thing when you are trying to persuade people to 
believe what is true – that God loves them and wants to free them from their 
bondage to sin and death so that they can enjoy Him forever – that there is no 
richer life then a life surrendered to the will of God 

1. But we must always remember our tools for persuasion are not like the 
worlds – we are not to lord over those entrusted to us or attempt to 
coherence them to Christ through carnal methods – we are to persuade 
them by giving them a living, breathing example of a life surrendered  

2. Mar 2:12  Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the 
presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, 
saying, "We never saw anything like this!"  

a. That should be a phrase the follows us around – “I’ve never seen 
anything like this, I don’t understand.” 

b. Discipleship is show and tell 



1Pe 5:5-7  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be 
submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT 
GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."  (6)  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, that He may exalt you in due time,  (7)  casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for 
you. 

d. Young believers – be willing to be mentored  
i. Just like marriage discipleship takes two willing parties – having a mentor isn’t 

just having someone you can air out your dirty laundry to, it is also following their 
lead, wisdom isn’t wisdom unless it is applied 

ii. My generation likes to talk – talk about steps we are going to take, plans that we 
have, problems we are going to solve – we like connecting and communicating 
and having conversations 

1. There comes a time for action – and if God is using an elder in your life to 
guide you – go!  

2. There’s this arrogance that every generation struggles with – “I’m going to 
do it better, I’m going to do it differently” I remember thinking that as a kid 
when my dad wouldn’t let me wear pants the size of a parachute  

3. What do we know about leadership? – it is God ordained – not perfect, but 
deliberately put in place by God Himself – and He cares for you! 

a. Be willing to take criticism – bring it to the Lord in prayer – don’t 
crumble because of it, don’t whine about it, use it become the man 
or woman God desires for you to be 

1Pe 5:8-11  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour.  (9)  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the 
same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.  (10)  But may the God of 
all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, 
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.  (11)  To Him be the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

III. Paul’s Final Words 
a. What keeps us from living out all that Peter has instructed? – to rejoice in suffering, to 

share in Christ’s sufferings, to not repay evil for evil, to submit to our leaders, to our 
employers, to our husbands, to our wives, to pour into the younger generation, to 
embrace the calling that God has placed on our life –  

i. Fear – I’m afraid of suffering, I’m afraid if I don’t defend myself no one will, I’m 
afraid if I submit to my employer, my husband, my wife, my needs won’t be met, 
I’m afraid I won’t be an effective leader, I’m afraid 

ii. Interesting how Peter describes the devil – not as a snake, not even as a normal 
lion – a normal lion doesn’t hunt by walking around roaring like an idiot – but the 
devil does because his only weapon against the Christian is fear. He has no 
teeth. Death where is your sting. 

iii. So he closes with this prayer:  
1. But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ 

Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and 
settle you.  To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 


