
03/25/2018 
Pastor John W. Brown 
Calvary Central 
1 PETER 
 

Chapter 04 
LIVE LIKE YOU MEAN IT 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. 1 Peter chapter 4 starts out with the word “therefore” and I think most of us know by 
now that this word connects what has been said just previous to what is about to be 
said. 

1. So, to briefly recap what Peter has said in the first 3 chapters: 
a) Chapter 1 – Let Jesus live in and through us and NOT be creatures of the 

flesh because we are only passing through. 
b) Chapter 2 - Jesus is the Cornerstone upon which EVERYTHING ELSE 

but be built.  Anything built upon any other foundation – will crumble. 
c) Chapter 3 – Wives be submissive to your own husbands and let your 

beauty be inward NOT JUST outward. 
(1) Husbands are to honor their wife and do their best to understand 

their heart and to treat them as a fellow-Christian and enjoy their 
life together! 

(2) 1Pe 3:8  Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion 
for one another; love as brothers… 
(a) So there you have it condensed!  Now, those who have not 

been with us through the study – chapter 4 and 5 will make 
a lot more sense. 
 

“Think Back” 
 
II. 1PE 4:1-2  THEREFORE, SINCE CHRIST SUFFERED FOR US IN THE FLESH, ARM 

YOURSELVES ALSO WITH THE SAME MIND, FOR HE WHO HAS SUFFERED IN THE 
FLESH HAS CEASED FROM SIN, 2  THAT HE NO LONGER SHOULD LIVE THE REST OF 
HIS TIME IN THE FLESH FOR THE LUSTS OF MEN, BUT FOR THE WILL OF GOD. 

A. Now we see how chapter 4 connects with the previous chapters! 

1. In other words, “Christians, let’s not let Jesus’ suffering in the flesh count for 
nothing.” 

2. Arm yourselves also with the same mind: “Have the same heart and mind that 
Jesus has – suffer a little if need be - to keep from fulfilling the lusts of the flesh.” 
a) Let’s do our best with the limited time we have – to spend it IN THE WILL 

OF GOD and not in the flesh. 
 
III. 1PE 4:3  FOR WE HAVE SPENT ENOUGH OF OUR PAST LIFETIME IN DOING THE WILL 

OF THE GENTILES—WHEN WE WALKED IN LEWDNESS, LUSTS, DRUNKENNESS, 
REVELRIES, DRINKING PARTIES, AND ABOMINABLE IDOLATRIES.  

A. Once again “Gentiles” here would speak of those who do not know Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior! 
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1. And of course that was all of us at one time – before we let Jesus into our 

hearts and lives! 
a) And we also walked in “lewdness” = “filthiness” = Adam Clarke = “every 

species of lechery, lewdness, and impurity.” 
b) Lusts = not much mistaking what this means is there? Strongs = “a 

longing (especially for what is forbidden).” 
c) Drunkenness = “excess of wine” KJV – Drinking too much!  Being drunk! 
d) Revelries = a carousal (as if a letting loose) – This could be defined as 

“The average unsaved person’s Friday and Saturday nights.” – carousing 
and letting loose! 

e) Drinking parties = this is just a group setting of everything is this list! 
f) Abominable Idolatries = This would be the worship of things that are 

disgusting to the Lord! 
 
IV. 1PE 4:4-5  IN REGARD TO THESE, THEY THINK IT STRANGE THAT YOU DO NOT RUN 

WITH THEM IN THE SAME FLOOD OF DISSIPATION, SPEAKING EVIL OF YOU. 5  THEY 
WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT TO HIM WHO IS READY TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE 
DEAD.  

A. Those of you who have come to know the Lord – what do your friends say about you 
now? 

1. Do they think it strange that you do not run with them any longer? 
a) I know I sure took some heat when I gave my heart to Jesus! 
b) By-the-way – that word “dissipation” in the Strong’s means = 

“unsavedness” 
(1) Now, remember that he used the word “Gentiles” above when he 

listed all the things that we use to do. 
(2) So this word dissipation means the same thing – you can put that 

“list” of things under this classification also – “all the things that 
unsaved people do!” 
(a) Why in the world (after being saved) would we want to run 

around with people that continue to live like pagans? 
(b) This is Peter’s point – THAT IS WHO WE USE TO BE – 

NOT WHO WE ARE NOW! 
(i) And also – they WILL have to give an account for 

their lives, just as we will. 
(a) Remember when he said that IF we suffer – let 

it be for righteousness sake, not for evil doing! 
 
V. 1PE 4:6-7  FOR THIS REASON THE GOSPEL WAS PREACHED ALSO TO THOSE WHO 

ARE DEAD, THAT THEY MIGHT BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO MEN IN THE FLESH, BUT 
LIVE ACCORDING TO GOD IN THE SPIRIT. 7  BUT THE END OF ALL THINGS IS AT 
HAND; THEREFORE BE SERIOUS AND WATCHFUL IN YOUR PRAYERS.  

A. The gospel was preached also to those who are dead simply means even those who 
are now dead or died in their sins as the “unsaved” we have talked about. 

1. Meaning ALL PEOPLE had or will have a chance to give their hearts to the Lord, 
and if they do not – they will be judged accordingly. 

2. And with this end “at hand” – or “coming soon” that should give us pause to 
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consider how we live or how we are living right now. 

 
VI. 1PE 4:8  AND ABOVE ALL THINGS HAVE FERVENT LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER, FOR 

"LOVE WILL COVER A MULTITUDE OF SINS." 9  BE HOSPITABLE TO ONE ANOTHER 
WITHOUT GRUMBLING.  

A. Fervent = “without ceasing” = unceasing prayer for one another. 

1. God’s love through Jesus is the only love that I know of that will cover sins on an 
eternal level! 
a) But if we genuinely love one another – we will certainly be more likely to 

overlook each other’s shortcomings! 
 

B. Hospitable = fond of guests = without grumbling. 

1. We are to be gracious and giving and loving and we are to open our hearts and 
homes to each other without complaining about it! 
a) Personally I think we need to be a lot less concerned about whether 

everything is spotless and in it’s proper place and a lot more willing to just 
say, “Come on over!” 
(1) Let me ask, “Does anyone really live in a spotless (everything in its 

place) home anyway?”  “Do we really think that people are going to 
believe that we do, just because we pick it all up before they come 
over?” 

(2) And my final 2 questions, “Do you think we would have folks over a 
lot more often if we weren’t as concerned with how our house 
looked?” 
(a) “Which do you think is more important?” 

 
VII. 1PE 4:10-11  AS EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED A GIFT, MINISTER IT TO ONE ANOTHER, 

AS GOOD STEWARDS OF THE MANIFOLD GRACE OF GOD. 11  IF ANYONE SPEAKS, 
LET HIM SPEAK AS THE ORACLES OF GOD. IF ANYONE MINISTERS, LET HIM DO IT AS 
WITH THE ABILITY WHICH GOD SUPPLIES, THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE 
GLORIFIED THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, TO WHOM BELONG THE GLORY AND THE 
DOMINION FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.  

A. Jesus is a Gift Giver – did you know that? 

1. When we allowed Jesus into our hearts He came bearing gifts and we are 
supposed to use those gifts to minister to each other. 
a) How are we supposed to use those gifts?  As “stewards” = meaning that 

we do not own them, we are just caretakers of those many and wonderful 
gifts – but we ARE supposed to use them. 
(1) If our gift is speaking – then we are to speak the wonderful things 

of the Lord. 
(2) If ours is ministering to others, then we are to do it to the best of 

our ability – “which God supplies”! 
(3) That in all things God may be glorified! 

(a) So folks – we have gifts – let’s use them for the glory of God. 
(i) And isn’t that Peter’s point – Jesus gave, He suffered, 

and He died, so that we could live.  We are to do the 
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same! 
 

VIII. 1PE 4:12-14  BELOVED, DO NOT THINK IT STRANGE CONCERNING THE FIERY TRIAL 
WHICH IS TO TRY YOU, AS THOUGH SOME STRANGE THING HAPPENED TO YOU; 13  
BUT REJOICE TO THE EXTENT THAT YOU PARTAKE OF CHRIST'S SUFFERINGS, THAT 
WHEN HIS GLORY IS REVEALED, YOU MAY ALSO BE GLAD WITH EXCEEDING JOY. 14  
IF YOU ARE REPROACHED FOR THE NAME OF CHRIST, BLESSED ARE YOU, FOR THE 
SPIRIT OF GLORY AND OF GOD RESTS UPON YOU. ON THEIR PART HE IS 
BLASPHEMED, BUT ON YOUR PART HE IS GLORIFIED.  

A. These poor saints were suffering terribly for their faith in Jesus and Peter is encouraging 
them by reminding them that Jesus suffered also. 

1. That they that should not consider suffering for the sake of Jesus, as something 
strange.  The world hated Him first, it will surely hate those who look and act the 
most like him. 
a) But suffering for sin is an altogether different thing. 

 
IX. 1PE 4:15-19  BUT LET NONE OF YOU SUFFER AS A MURDERER, A THIEF, AN 

EVILDOER, OR AS A BUSYBODY IN OTHER PEOPLE'S MATTERS. 16  YET IF ANYONE 
SUFFERS AS A CHRISTIAN, LET HIM NOT BE ASHAMED, BUT LET HIM GLORIFY GOD 
IN THIS MATTER. 17  FOR THE TIME HAS COME FOR JUDGMENT TO BEGIN AT THE 
HOUSE OF GOD; AND IF IT BEGINS WITH US FIRST, WHAT WILL BE THE END OF 
THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY THE GOSPEL OF GOD? 18  NOW "IF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE 
IS SCARCELY SAVED, WHERE WILL THE UNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR?" 19  
THEREFORE LET THOSE WHO SUFFER ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD COMMIT 
THEIR SOULS TO HIM IN DOING GOOD, AS TO A FAITHFUL CREATOR.  

X. CONCLUSION 

A. 17  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it 
begins with us first! 

1. If we judge ourselves – God will not have to! Let me ask a question, “Are you 
saved?” 

2. If we are saved, – have we committed ourselves to live like we’re saved?  Not in 
perfection but in the loving arms of the One who saved us? 
a) To live in such a way that brings glory and honor to His sacrifice? 
b) Peter’s call in this chapter is for Christians to stand up and make a 

difference. 


