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1PETER 
 

Husbands, Dwell with Understanding 
1 Peter 3:7 

 
I. Loving Our Wives Well 

a. Last week – wives being effective witnesses in their homes to their families – 1 Peter 
3:1-2 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do 
not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their 
wives, when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 

i. Submission, humility, showing favor to another, valuing someone above 
ourselves 

ii. For the purpose of winning their husbands to Christ 
1. Not with outward adornments but with inward character – the image of 

Jesus 
2. Also a lesson for the church – it is the character of Jesus that wins people 

to Jesus, not outward adornments – we are not trying to win people to 
us…we want people to see Jesus 

3. The woman who is an effective witness to her family is the woman who 
lives in constant communion with Jesus, the church is an effective witness 
when it remains in communion with Jesus – abide in Me… 

b. Peter turns his attention to husbands 
i. Interesting that the wives get a paragraph and the husbands get a sentence 

1. Some women may think it unfair – but I believe there is a reason behind it 
2. The difference between the ingredients for rice crispy treats and the 

ingredients for a 7-layer chocolate cake 
3. For the most part, women have it more difficult when dealing with us men, 

we are not quite as loveable as women – we stink, we’re hairy, we belch, 
we chew with our mouths open, we have a hard time expressing our 
feelings, we’re stubborn, we’re not always as compassionate as we should 
be, and we’re not the best listeners, we’re a little rough around the edges 
– so Peter says, ladies I have a paragraph for you – you are going to need 
the extra help 

4. On the other hand, women tend to be more compassionate, more loving, 
more gentle, they’re softer and they smell better, they show more self-
control when dining in public, they tend to be better listeners, and they are 
more affectionate 

a. Kind of the difference between a pet puppy and a pet rock 
ii. So, Peter says – husbands, you get a sentence, this isn’t hard guys – God made 

your wife loveable so love her 
c. Obviously, I’m being a little facetious because even though we are only looking at one 

verse this morning – Peter has a lot to say to us men about loving our wives well 
i. Not only for their sake but for the sake of our witness – that is what Peter’s letters 

are all about – he’s more concerned about the name of Jesus then us 
experiencing our best life now. 



ii. We know that the love we show our wives testifies of the love that Christ has for 
the church and although the word love isn’t mentioned in this verse it sure is 
modeled 

1Pe 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as 
to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may 
not be hindered. 

II.  Likewise 
a. “Husbands, likewise” – likewise what? 

i. Context – we see the same statement to women in verse 1, “wives, likewise” 
ii. We have to look back to chapter 2 - 1Pe 2:13-14  Therefore submit yourselves 

to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king as 
supreme,  (14)  or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 

iii. 1Pe 2:18-19  Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only 
to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh.  (19)  For this is 
commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, 
suffering wrongfully. 

iv. 1Pe 2:17  Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
king. 

b. Christ is most glorified when there is submission amongst believers – whether it be a 
husband and wife or brothers and sisters within the church body or God ordained 
leadership in the world 

i. Submission is putting the needs of another above our own needs – the word 
honor is 1 Peter 2:17 means to prize, to deem something valuable; to revere 

1. Treasure all people, understand their value in God’s eyes – don’t attempt 
to justify your hatred for others – scripture allows no room for that 

c. Some of you husbands are thinking – wait a minute…Paul says very clearly that wives 
are to submit to their husbands - Eph 5:22  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to 
the Lord. 

i. Fair enough, let’s look at that context of that passage - Eph 5:18-27  And do not 
be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,  (19)  
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to the Lord,  (20)  giving thanks always for 
all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  (21)  
submitting to one another in the fear of God.  (22)  Wives, submit to your 
own husbands, as to the Lord.  (23)  For the husband is head of the wife, as 
also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.  (24)  
Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in everything.  (25)  Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,  (26)  that He might 
sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,  (27)  that 
He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 

ii. It isn’t an either or here – what is the greatest act of submission, the greatest act 
of honor – giving your life for someone else – in a Christ-centered marriage there 
is mutual submission – placing the needs of our significant other above our own 

1. Are husbands supposed to lead? Absolutely, but Biblical leadership is 
being the first one to lay our life down 

III. Dwell in Understanding 
a. Men, how are we to do that? How do we take this spiritual imperative and make it 

practical? 



i. Dwell with them with understanding – we added the word “them’ because of 
context, translators felt it beneficial to add the subject “them” 

ii. Literally translated, Peter writes “Likewise men, dwell together with knowledge” 
iii. Dwell in understanding – this is a life purpose statement – abide in Me, dwell in 

Me – this is a statement about where we as men should make our home 
1. Our time, energy, and resources are best spent here – for some men they 

dwell at their job, for others it’s in their car, for others it’s in their addiction, 
it’s where they live – what they think about – everything else takes a back 
seat 

b. Peter says live in understanding – understanding of what? Everything pertaining to your 
family, know you wives, know your kids, know the Word of God, know the situation your 
family finds itself in, know yourself – be awake, be alert, be sober minded, be engaged 
– too many dads live at home, but they are not present at home! 

i. Know your wife, know her needs, understand her thoughts, understand her 
feelings – talk to her, make time for her, take an interest in her  

1. Love your wives as Christ loved the church – scripture tells us that He 
knows us so well that He knows the number of hairs on our head – we 
have a hard time remembering her birthday or our anniversary 

2. One of our highest callings as husbands is to remind our wives how much 
the Lord loves them – how much the Lord values them – and we do that 
by seeking to understand them 

ii. Know your kids – what are they going through? What are they into? Lay down 
your interests and take up some of theirs. Keep a pulse on their spiritual growth, 
support them, let the love and concern of their earthly father point them to the 
love of their Heavenly Father  

iii. Know the Word of God – study it, discuss it with other men, discuss it with your 
wives, discuss it with your children – they say readers are leaders and a man can 
not effectively lead without being a student of God’s Word 

iv. Know the situation your family is in – has life been really busy? does everyone 
need some time away? – has everyone been on technological overload? is it 
time to turn the screens off? Be engaged, be present – understand the needs of 
the family.  

v. Know yourself – be aware of your weaknesses, be aware of the areas that you 
need to grow in – seek council, seek encouragement – don’t ignore sin, don’t 
allow it to live in the darkness 

1. Too man of us get home from work– turn on the tv and turn ourselves off  
2. 1Co 16:13-14 ESV Be watchful (keep awake, be vigilant), stand firm in 

the faith, act like men, be strong.  (14)  Let all that you do be done in 
love. 

IV. Show Honor to the Weaker Vessel 
a. giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel 

i. I thought I might be able to wiggle out this one if a researched the original Greek 
used for weaker – it means more feeble, impotent, sick, without strength, weak 

ii. Understand this – women are not weaker spiritually, or emotionally, or 
intellectually, Peter is making a purely biological and anatomical statement – men 
tend to be physically stronger than women – God created men and women 
differently for a reason 

1. And it comes back to witness – as men we are called to provide for and 
protect our wives, not because they are not competent, but because we 
want to reflect Jesus  

2. It really has very little to do with competency and much more to do with 
showing honor – if a group of soldiers are in battle and a grenade is 



tossed into their bunker, and one of those men falls on that grenade, he 
wasn’t the most competent – he was simply showing love and honor to his 
fellow brothers  

3. When a man provides for and protects his wife, it isn’t because she isn’t 
competent, it’s because it’s a good witness 

4. There was a man who was walking into a convenience store and he saw a 
woman walking in behind him, so he held the door open for her. She was 
noticeably offended by his act of kindness and said “what, you think you 
need to hold the door for me because I’m a woman?” He replied “No,  I 
think I need to hold the door open for you because I’m a gentlemen.” 

b. Here’s the sad thing – instead of being the soldier that jumps on the grenade to protect 
their family, willfully laying down their lives for their wife and our children – many men 
today are the grenade 

i. Because of their unwillingness to die to self they are harming their families – the 
hands that were created to protect are actually doing the damage, physical, 
emotional, and or spiritual damage 

ii. Brought to mind lyrics from a song entitled Yellow Belly - You were built for 
blessing but you only make them bleed, But you don’t care, you don’t care, And 
bruises are but shadows of the blackness that you breathe, But you don’t care, 
you don’t care, The light that's left inside their eyes is darkened day by day, But 
you don’t care, you don’t care, Your presence pulls the color from the world til all 
is grey But you don’t care, Your hands are made to comfort but they only conjure 
fear, But you don’t care, you don’t care, She’s in the closet praying, "Lord please 
get me out of here", You don’t care, You are less than half a man, yellow belly 
and crimson hands, You will one day reap your reckoning, maybe then you’ll 
understand 

iii. If your find yourself today somehow justifying your selfishness and the pain you 
are causing your family my encouragement would be this “Wake up, stand firm in 
the faith, act like a man, be strong and repent, call out to Jesus for forgiveness.” 

c. The solution to this broken way of living and this broken way of thinking is found in 
these words - being heirs together of the grace of life 

i. You are married to God’s daughter – an heir to His kingdom – and anyone will 
tell you, you don’t mess with a man’s daughter 

ii. If we truly believed that our wives are daughters of the King, we wouldn’t treat 
them the way that we do.  

1. When we lose sight of who they are in Christ and who we are in Christ, we 
lose sight of our purpose 

iii. That is why Peter writes Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, 
giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of 
the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered. 

1. We are told in James that there are two reasons are prayers are hindered 
– we have not because we ask not – we are just not concerned enough 
about  the needs of our family, we simply do not care, our prayers are 
hindered because we have lost sight of our purpose as men – we’re not 
asking 

2. Or we ask amiss to spend it on our own pleasures – what we want out of 
life isn’t what God desires for us – we are so consumed with self that our 
prayers are outside of the will of God 

3. Here’s a prayer that God will answer “Give me your eyes for my wife. Help 
me to see her the way that you see her.” “Lord, help me to serve my 
family, to put aside the childish games and become the Godly leader you 
have called me to be.” 


