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1PETER 
 

Strangers in Our Own Homes 
1 Peter 3:1-6 

 
I. The Bride of Christ 

a. 1st Peter is a letter written to the exiled church 
i. Chapter 1 verse 1 Peter writes, “To the pilgrims” – Greek word means strangers, 

foreigners 
ii. To the Christians who are living away from home, but many of these Christians 

were still living in the cities they were born in 
1. Joh 17:13-18  But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the 

world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.  (14)  I have 
given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they 
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  (15)  I do not pray 
that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep 
them from the evil one.  (16)  They are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world.  (17)  Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is 
truth.  (18)  As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into 
the world. 

iii. This is a letter to those who are just passing through, to those who have a 
permanent home waiting for them in heaven 

b. Purpose of the letter 
i. It is a letter of encouragement and it is a letter of caution – you are not 

vacationing away from home – you are strangers, foreigners in a world at war 
ii. And you are the enemy – Jesus said “and the world has hated them because 

they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world” 
1. You are a foreigner and the citizens of this world hate you  
2. The more you resemble a citizen of Heaven, the more you take on the 

image of Christ, the more the world will resist you 
3. 1Jn 3:13  Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. Don’t be 

surprised! 
c. So, what are we to do? – as exiles in a foreign land, hated by many of those who call 

this world their home 
i. Naturally we hide, right? If you find yourself in the middle of a war zone you hide, 

your primary goal is to survive  
ii. That’s exactly how many Christians are living today – I just need to hunker down, 

weather this storm, stay safe until Jesus calls me home 
iii. God’s primary purpose in our lives isn’t to keep us safe, it isn’t to keep us free 

from trials, or free from pain, or to make this life comfortable – because this life 
isn’t about surviving, it is about glorifying Him 

1. Our primary purpose in this life is to glorify God – to bear witness of Him 
and His Son Jesus Christ 

2. It’s not to be wealthy, or happy, or fulfilled, or content, or comfortable, it is 
to glorify the name of Jesus Christ  

3. 1Pe 4:12-13  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it 
comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
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happening to you.  (13)  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. 

a. There’s that warning again “Do not be surprised.” Why? Because 
so many are caught off guard when they are not accepted by this 
world, when things don’t go their way, when they are treated 
unjustly, when they don’t get that promotion, or healing doesn’t 
come, or the desire to sin doesn’t disappear 

iv. So many are caught off guard because a different gospel is being preached  
1. Our purpose isn’t to survive, it is to glorify – to tell the story of Jesus 

through the way that we live – through the trials, through the pain, just as 
Paul wrote “the sufferings in this life are nothing compared to the joy we 
will experience when we get home” 

2. How we view our role and our purpose as exiles changes everything – are 
we just trying to get through this life as comfortably as possible, with as 
few battle scars and broken bones as possible or do we live to see the 
gospel made known regardless of the price, to bear witness of our Savior 
regardless of the cost? 

II. Strangers in Our Own Home 
a. Now Peter is going to turn his attention to what seems to be a very specific group of 

believers – women with unbelieving husbands – which must have been a common 
enough situation in these early churches that Peter feels the need to address the matter 

i. Our first question is, (because we are all super judgmental), why did they marry 
unbelieving men? 

1. Keep in mind Christianity is still in its infancy stage, many of these couples 
were married long before one of them ever got saved 

ii. Here’s the situation – a woman hears the gospel, maybe from another woman in 
the market or from a friend or from someone who is preaching publicly, she hears 
of the forgiveness of Jesus and the opportunity to be made right with the God 
who created her and loves her – and she responds – she surrenders her life into 
His hands – she become born again 

iii. Where does she go? To a hidden location for believers? Of course not, she goes 
home, to a husband and a family who haven’t had that same experience. 

1. What is God’s plan for her? To be a witness to her family. 
b. It’s easy to think that these six verses do not apply to us 

i. If you are a husband with an unbelieving wife, there’s still a lot to gain  
ii. If you are husband or a wife who is married to someone who is born again but 

they are just not bearing any fruit, there is a lot to gain  
iii. If you are the part of the bride of Christ, the church, living in an unbelieving world 

there is still a lot to gain 
1. All of this comes down to being an effective witness – in our homes, in our 

places of work, in our schools and many of the principles Peter gives to 
the believing wife apply to all believers 

1Pe 3:1-2  Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not 
obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they 
observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 

III. Submissive – be subject to, being an effective witness starts in a place of humility 
a. There is no witness without service. Php 2:4-8  Let each of you look out not only for 

his own interests, but also for the interests of others.  (5)  Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus,  (6)  who, being in the form of God, did not 
consider it robbery to be equal with God,  (7)  but made Himself of no reputation, 
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  (8)  And 



being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient 
to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

i. In preparing the disciples to go out into the world, Jesus washed their feet, and 
then told them to go and do likewise. 

ii. This so hard because we live in a world where serving is a sign of weakness, it’s 
not about serving but being served – people shop churches looking for the one 
that meets their needs the best 

iii. Don’t get me wrong there are plenty of people who are willing to be involved in 
service projects and have their pictures taken and be publicly acknowledged for 
their service – but we are talking about the kind of service that nobody but God 
sees, the type of service that often goes unappreciated and unnoticed 

iv. It is that kind of service that will win this man to Christ -  “that even if some do not 
obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives” 

v. Doesn’t mean that the word hasn’t been shared, but the word is made alive 
through humble service – putting the needs of another before our own 

vi. This isn’t just a lesson for wives, this is a lesson for the church – our witness 
comes through our service 

1. The verse right before what read from Philippians, Php 2:4-8 Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves 

2. Jesus is most glorified when we humbly put the needs of others above our 
own – that is exactly what Jesus did when He went to the cross for you 
and I 

vii. Chaste means pure conduct and fear is respect  
1. What is respect? – showing someone that they are worth something, they 

matter, not because of their net worth, or beliefs, or position, but simply 
because they are a child of God – something that we have seem to have 
lost for others.  

2. Pure conduct - Christianity isn’t simply about right behavior and it’s about 
right reflection – it’s about behavior that wins people to Jesus – not to us, 
to Jesus! Which leads us into verses 3 and  4 

1Pe 3:3-4  Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or 
putting on fine apparel— (4)  rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the 
incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 

IV. Inward Beauty 
a. Do not invest all of your time and energy in arranging your outward appearance – 

seems to speak for itself but what about the context in which Peter writes these words? 
i. He is speaking about winning an unbelieving husband to Christ 
ii. There is a temptation to think, as a wife, if I can be more attractive, more 

physically appealing, that will win Him to Jesus 
iii. That is the world’s way of exerting influence, the Kingdom of God does operate 

this way 
iv. Rather let it be the hidden person of the heart - The world’s way of influencing 

through sexualization turns people into objects, just bodies to be used 
1. That’s one of the many dangers of pornography, a loss of personhood – 

objectification, reduces people down to objects to be used for one reason 
and one reason alone 

b. That is not what will win your husband to Jesus 
i. Your new identity in Christ will – the incorruptible beauty of Jesus, His gentle and 

quiet spirit 
1. Quiet – means peaceful, serene  



ii. Again, this is not isolated to women - Paul tells us in Philippians that our 
gentleness should be evident to all, we know that peace and gentleness are fruits 
of the Spirit - Peter is simply saying draw near to Jesus so your husband can see 
Jesus 

c. Let’s apply this to the bride of Christ 
i. Church - Do not let your adornments be merely outward, rather let it be the 

hidden person of the heart 
ii. Too many churches are spending far too much time and energy attempting to win 

the world over with outward beauty while neglecting the most important thing – 
the heart of Jesus 

iii. There’s nothing wrong with looking presentable but what wins people to Jesus is 
people seeing Jesus – do they see Jesus in the stage lighting? Do they see 
Jesus in the modernly dressed worship team? Do they see Jesus in the pastors 
V-neck and RayBans? Or do they see Jesus in the love that a congregation has 
for one another, and the faith that they have through trials, and their genuine 
concern for the lost and the hurting – all of which are born in quiet communion 
with Jesus. 

1Pe 3:5-6  For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also 
adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands,  (6)  as Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with 
any terror. 

V. Fearless 
a. We’ll get back to Sarah but let’s look at what Peter calls these women who trust God 

and lovingly serve their husbands – Peter calls them fearless, not easily shaken 
i. Why? Because it is a scary thing to put your life in the hands of someone else. 

“Put the needs of my husband before my own? Who will care about me? Who will 
see that my needs are met? Who will provide for me?” That’s why Peter calls 
them fearless, because God is their provider. And I know some fearless women. 

ii. They know their power isn’t in external adornments or how attractive they are, 
their power comes from the living God who lives within them 

b. Sarah, our example of submissiveness – when you think of Sarah being submissive to 
Abraham what are some of the moments that come to mind? 

i. When Abraham handed her over to Pharaoh? When Abraham took their son 
Isaac in obedience to God? When she followed him to a land in which God would 
show them? 

ii. Peter doesn’t mention any of those? He points to a time when Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord – this only happened once in scripture in Genesis 
18:12 

iii. Gen 18:12  Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After I have 
grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?" 

iv. I struggled to find the connection. She almost just says this in passing. No crazy 
circumstances that provide an opportunity for her to die to self to serve Abraham. 

1. One commentator points out, that may be the point. When she speaks of 
Abraham and calls him lord, it is natural, it’s part of her normal language. It 
isn’t work, she isn’t wrestling with idea of showing her husband honor and 
respect, it is just a part of who she is 

c. Church – is our respect and honor for Jesus a natural part of who are? When we speak 
of Him, is it evident who has our affection? Are we fearless because we know who holds 
our lives in His hands, or do we strive to meet our own needs because we are afraid if 
we don’t no one will?  

i. The effective witness is the seeker/servant – quite devotion that overflows into 
demonstrations of compassion and love 


