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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Last week we spent a good amount of time on the first 3 verses of 1Peter chapter 02. 

1. Actually most of it was spent on verse one, but let me re-read those verses to 
you: 
a) 1Pe 2:1-3  Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, 

envy, and all evil speaking, 2  as newborn babes, desire the pure milk 
of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3  if indeed you have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious.  

b) Volumes and volumes have been written about grace, but ultimately – 
God’s grace = IS JESUS! 
(1) I love these first 3 verses because they show God’s grace coupled 

with human responsibility. 
(a) Ultimately Peter is saying that if we have experienced God’s 

grace = Jesus, then as a newborns grown on milk – we too 
will grow on God’s word. 

(b) And a by-product of that growth will be laying aside the 
malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and evil speaking. 

 
B. This morning – Peter continues to tell us what growing up in Christ looks like. 

II. 1PE 2:4  COMING TO HIM AS TO A LIVING STONE, REJECTED INDEED BY MEN, BUT 
CHOSEN BY GOD AND PRECIOUS, 5  YOU ALSO, AS LIVING STONES, ARE BEING 
BUILT UP A SPIRITUAL HOUSE, A HOLY PRIESTHOOD, TO OFFER UP SPIRITUAL 
SACRIFICES ACCEPTABLE TO GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. 

A. Did you see that Peter is referring to Jesus as a “Living Stone” – and, that he is making 
the same application to Christians? 

1. Now – living here is Phoenix I have seen a lot of rocks!  Even in Israel – I saw a 
lot of rocks, but NOT ONE OF THEM WAS ALIVE! 
a) When Jesus rode into Jerusalem that fateful day, as he was on the decent 

from the Mount of Olives – and his followers began crying out  Luk 19:38-
40  saying: " 'BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF 
THE LORD!' Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 39  And some 
of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, "Teacher, rebuke Your 
disciples." 40  But He answered and said to them, "I tell you that if 
these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out."  

b) On a human level this is not possible, so we know that if stones are to 
have life – it must be a spiritual work – an act of God! 
(1) Jesus is referred to over and over again in the Bible as a Rock, or 

Stone and even The Cornerstone! 
2. It is not uncommon today to have a “ground breaking ceremony” when a new 



 2 
building is to be constructed. 
a) They will paint a shovel gold and have the big-shots gathered around and 

usually the biggest big-shot will dig out the first shovel full of dirt.  It is a big 
celebration! 

b) It was very common at the time of Peter’s writing this letter, for something 
quite similar to take place. 
(1) For them, the focal point was the cornerstone. 

(a) Great care was taken to pick the right stone and great labor 
went into making sure that it was as flat and level as 
possible all the way around, because the entire building 
would be constructed around this cornerstone, so it had to 
be perfect! 
(i) I have stood at the south-eastern wall in Jerusalem and 
looked at these massive stones (Forty feet wide and twenty 
feet high) and they are so level that they did not even need 
mortar! 

(a) But for the world – Jesus wasn’t good enough. 
(b) Jesus was rejected by men, but chosen by 

God and precious! 
(c) Jesus IS the Cornerstone upon which the 

Christian faith is built! 
(i) He is the Cornerstone and we – as living 

stones are building on that solid 
foundation! 

(ii) This “building” – that all Christians are a 
part of - is a “spiritual house”, and a 
“holy priesthood”! 

(iii) And priests (which we now are) - do 
what priests are supposed to do – they 
offer sacrifices to the Lord that are 
acceptable to Him. 

 
III. 1PE 2:6-8  THEREFORE IT IS ALSO CONTAINED IN THE SCRIPTURE, "BEHOLD, I LAY 

IN ZION A CHIEF CORNERSTONE, ELECT, PRECIOUS, AND HE WHO BELIEVES ON HIM 
WILL BY NO MEANS BE PUT TO SHAME." 7  THEREFORE, TO YOU WHO BELIEVE, HE 
IS PRECIOUS; BUT TO THOSE WHO ARE DISOBEDIENT, "THE STONE WHICH THE 
BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE," 8  AND "A STONE 
OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE." THEY STUMBLE, BEING DISOBEDIENT 
TO THE WORD, TO WHICH THEY ALSO WERE APPOINTED. 

A. The “scripture” that Peter is talking about is Isa 28:16 – written some 740 B.C.! 

1. A perfect example of this “division” that takes place between those who receive 
Jesus as the Cornerstone and those who do not is in:  Mat 21:42  Jesus said to 
them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: 'THE STONE WHICH THE 
BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE. THIS 
WAS THE LORD'S DOING, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES' ? 43  
"Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and 
given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44  And whoever falls on this stone 
will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder." 45  
Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they 
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perceived that He was speaking of them. 46  But when they sought to lay 
hands on Him, they feared the multitudes, because they took Him for a 
prophet.  

2. I should pause here and let you know that Tradition has it that (when they were 
building the temple) one stone arrived on the scene but, because no one could 
figure out where it was supposed to go, the builders rolled it off a cliff into the 
Kidron Valley. Not until the foundation was complete did the builders discover 
they were one stone short. Sure enough, the stone they had rejected was none 
other than the cornerstone. (E-Sword Commentary – Jon Courson) 
a) Jesus draws from this “error” to point out theirs.  THEY HAD MISSED 

JESUS AS THE MESSIAH AND THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE! 
 
IV. 1PE 2:9-10  BUT YOU ARE A CHOSEN GENERATION, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY 

NATION, HIS OWN SPECIAL PEOPLE, THAT YOU MAY PROCLAIM THE PRAISES OF 
HIM WHO CALLED YOU OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT; 10  WHO 
ONCE WERE NOT A PEOPLE BUT ARE NOW THE PEOPLE OF GOD, WHO HAD NOT 
OBTAINED MERCY BUT NOW HAVE OBTAINED MERCY.  

A. How BEAUTIFUL is this folks? 

1. I have to read this one more time: 1Pe 2:9-10  But you are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light; 10  who once were not a people but are now the 
people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 
a) I don’t know about you folks but this sounds like, since we have accepted 

Jesus as our Cornerstone – we are SOMEBODY!  We may not have been 
“SOMEBODY” our entire lives but we are now - because of Jesus! 

2. And look at what we get to do: 
a) ..proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light. 
(1) Christians are the last people in the world that should be quiet. 
(2) Christians are the last people in the world that should be timid or 

shy – we “got a whole lot of proclaimin’” to do! 
(a) So he gets back to his original point:  DON’T GET 

DISTRACTED! 
 
V. 1PE 2:11-12  BELOVED, I BEG YOU AS SOJOURNERS AND PILGRIMS, ABSTAIN FROM 

FLESHLY LUSTS WHICH WAR AGAINST THE SOUL, 12  HAVING YOUR CONDUCT 
HONORABLE AMONG THE GENTILES, THAT WHEN THEY SPEAK AGAINST YOU AS 
EVILDOERS, THEY MAY, BY YOUR GOOD WORKS WHICH THEY OBSERVE, GLORIFY 
GOD IN THE DAY OF VISITATION.  

A. By-the-way – back in Luke where Jesus was riding into Jerusalem on the donkey from 
the Mount of Olives and the followers were crying out: Luk 19:38 saying: " 'BLESSED 
IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!' Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest!" and the Pharisees wanted Him to make them stop…. 

1. Here is the rest of that story: Luk 19:41-44  Now as He drew near, He saw the 
city and wept over it, 42  saying, "If you had known, even you, especially in 
this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden 
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from your eyes. 43  For days will come upon you when your enemies will 
build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every 
side, 44  and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and 
they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not 
know the time of your visitation."  
a) Do you see that word “visitation” there in Luke 19?  Did you see it in our 

text this morning in verse 12? 
(1) It is the Greek word ep-is-kop-ay' – from where we get our word 

“Bishop”! 
(2) This is so good folks – look at what Peter says in the last verse of 

this chapter: 1Pe 2:25  For you were like sheep going astray, 
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls. 
(a) Let me read that to you in the King James: 1Pe 2:25  For ye 

were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

 
VI. CONCLUSION 

A. Now let’s put all of that together! 

1. Jerusalem was literally destroyed by the Romans under the commander Titus in 
70 A.D.…a wall (was) built, four miles in circuit, built in three days - so 
determined were they. This “cut off all hope of escape,” and consigned the city to 
unparalleled horrors.  Basically - they were starved out! (E-Sword Commentary – JFB) 

a) What Jesus knew and wept over – came to pass. And it happened 
because they did not know the time of your visitation – in other words 
– they missed the “Bishop” of our souls! 
(1) For the same reason, Christians as the “living stones” upon which 

the temple of God is built, should abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul. 

(2) And we should conduct ourselves honorably amongst those who 
have not accepted Jesus yet (Gentiles), so that they might observe 
our love for the Lord AND His working in our lives so that they will 
glorify God in the day of their visitation, with the Great Bishop of 
their souls. 

 
B. Now folks I couldn’t make this up if I wanted to!  I am just not this smart. 

1. So, may we proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light! 


