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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In our last study, Peter told us that we are “KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD”. 

1. 1 Peter 1:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through 
faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  

2. How comforting to know that the Lord has the power to “KEEP” us if we will just 
let him. 
a) There is no lack of willingness, or desire, or ability on His part. 

 
B. And we also learned that we need to keep the main thing – the main thing – and Jesus 

is the Main Thing! 

1. These first century Christians were suffering for their faith and Peter was giving 
them hope by reminding them to keep their eyes on eternity. 

 
C. And lastly we learned that 1 Pe 01:25  …THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES 

FOREVER! 

1. God does not lie – He cannot lie because it would be against His holy nature! 
2. Therefore, if He gives His word – it is guaranteed to come true. 

a) And He has given His word to His sons and daughters – (those who have 
given their lives and hearts to Him) – that He will return and that we will 
live forever with Him! 

b) This is the “true grace of God” – and that is the “theme” of 1 Peter! 
(1) We deserve to be forever separated from the Lord, but with 

repentance – He gives us eternal life. 
(2) But with the “grace” of God being redefine these days – we should 

pay particular attention to what Peter is saying in these next verses. 
(a) Grace is not license to do as we please, but to do the will of 

God. 
 
II. 1PE 2:1 THEREFORE, LAYING ASIDE ALL MALICE, ALL DECEIT, HYPOCRISY, ENVY, 

AND ALL EVIL SPEAKING, … 

A. “Therefore” = because of all the things we have just talked about in the introduction: 

1. Lay aside ALL malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking! 
a) Malice = badness, depravity, malignity, trouble, evil, naughtiness, 

wickedness - (Thayers) = desire to injure. 
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(1) So as Christians who have received the grace of God for 

salvation, we should be on a never-ending, upward desire to allow 
the Lord to “purge” what is “bad” or “wicked” out of our lives.  And 
we should no longer “desire to injure” anyone. 

 
HATRED 
"Hate at its best will distort you; at it's worst it will destroy you; but it will always immobilize you" Alex 
Haley (Roots) 
 

b) Deceit = to decoy; a trick (bait), craft, deceit, guile, subtlety. 
(1) Now, I can’t think of a better application than what the serpent did 

to Eve in the Garden. Gen 3:1  Now the serpent was more 
cunning (KJV – subtle)  than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God 
indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?"  

(2) Php 2:13-15  for it is God who works in you both to will and to 
do for His good pleasure. 14  Do all things without 
complaining and disputing, 15  that you may become 
blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world,  
(a) We should not be deceitful.  We shouldn’t have to be crafty 

or sneaky or tricky. 
 
DECEIT  
Hateful to me as the gates of Hell is that man who hides one thing in his heart and speaks another.  
Homer 
 
When a person cannot deceive himself the chances are against his being able to deceive other 
people.  Mark Twain 
 

(b) If we find ourselves being deceitful or sneaky – it is most 
likely because there is something we are trying to hide and 
that is not the way the Lord wants us to live! 

(c) We may live in a “crooked generation” – be we are to live in 
such a way that the light of Christ shines in those dark lives. 

c) Hypocrisy = the acting of a stage player – here is what Webster’s 
Dictionary says = 1: a person who puts on a false appearance of virtue or 
religion - 2: a person who acts in contradiction to his or her stated beliefs 
or feelings. 
(1) Quite simply this is just “playing a part.” 

(a) I think what Peter is saying is that maturity demands that we 
decide at some point that we want to be “real” in our faith 
and walks! 

(b) And that we no longer want to be a person who acts in 
contradiction to our stated beliefs! 

d) Envy = spiteful jealousy and ill-will 
(1) Cain killed his brother Abel because of his jealousy and envy. 
(2) Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery for the same reason. 
(3) The Disciples were often jealous of each other: 
(4) And the Pharisees were jealous of Jesus! 
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(a) Heb 13:5  Let your conduct be without covetousness; 

be content with such things as you have… 
(b) 1Ti 6:6-8  Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out. 8  And having food 
and clothing, with these we shall be content.  

(c) Envy can be very destructive for the Christian! 
(d) It can cause us to go into debt for things we cannot afford 

and say and do things that we would normally NEVER do or 
say. 

e) Evil speaking = defamation: - backbiting 
(1) You see if deceit, hypocrisy and envy are ruling our lives – they will 

also rule our tongue! 
(2) Peter is beginning to sound a lot like James isn’t he? 
(3) He seems to believe – like James – that being a child of God’s 

should change the way we live and act and the things we say. 
 
III. 1PE 2:2 AS NEWBORN BABES, DESIRE THE PURE MILK OF THE WORD, THAT YOU 

MAY GROW THEREBY,.. 

A. Newborn babies need to be fed and changed! 

1. They are hungry right away, but they can’t quite handle a good steak yet. 
2. They are given what is best for them and they begin to grow up. 
3. And in time – they can handle a good steak! 

 
B. As Christians – we also need to be fed and changed! 

1. God’s word – the Bible - is that “pure milk” for the young Christian, and if they 
allow themselves to grow up on it – they too will grow up strong and healthy. 

2. And you know what?  They will also find themselves “changed” by it! 
 
IV. 1PE 2:3 …IF INDEED YOU HAVE TASTED THAT THE LORD IS GRACIOUS. 

A. I think what Peter is saying here is that IF we have really tasted of the grace of God’s 
forgiveness – THIS IS WHAT WE WILL WANT TO DO. 

1. If we really understand the grace of God – it CANNOT be interpreted as license 
to do whatever we want, but as the freedom to grow up and be changed! 

 
V. CONCLUSION 

A. Let me close with this – which we will get into more next week: 

1. 1Pe 2:11  Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12  having your conduct honorable 
among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.  

B. We can’t be “lights” of the world if we live in darkness so let’s do as Peter has exhorted 
us to do and lay… aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 
speaking! 


