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1PETER 
 

Just Passing Through 

1 Peter 1 

 

I. Intro to 1st Peter 

a. Author – Peter 

i. 1Pe 5:12  By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you 

briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. 

(Silas) 

ii. Peter more than likely dictated this letter to Silas which would explain the polished Greek 

used (Peter spoke primarily Aramaic and Hebrew) 

iii. Most Bible scholars date Peter’s letter in the early 60’s – a time in which the early church 

was experiencing some persecution but the worst of it was still on the horizon 

1. And you can see by the way that Peter writes, he had a sense that severe 

persecution was its way 

2. This was about that time the emperor Nero took the throne – Nero was the one 

believed to have burned Rome to the ground so that he could be the one to rebuilt 

– he blamed Christians for it 

3. Ushered in a very dark time for believers – Nero rounded up believers and if they 

would not deny their faith and praise him as Lord they would be torn apart by 

dogs or burned alive, used Christians as human torches for his parties 

4. 1st Peter appears to be preparation for this persecution, 2nd Peter seems to be 

encouragement in the midst of this persecution – written between 65-68 AD – the 

year that Peter was murdered by Nero himself 

b. Lest we think the church is not persecuted today we must remember all persecution does not look 

the same 

i. Persecution is any attack on the church – both external and internal  

ii. The American church is persecuted by prosperity and perception  

1. Prosperity – we are rich and have need of nothing – blinded to the reality that we 

are poor, blind, and naked  

2. Perception – fear of man – we’re not afraid what man will do to us, we’re afraid 

of what man will think of us 

iii. Just because our persecution isn’t as violent doesn’t mean it has less protentional for 

harm to the body of Christ – keeping men and women from salvation and keeping 

believers from fully living out their salvation 

iv. I pray that 1st and 2nd Peter provides the remedy for that  

1Pe 1:1-9  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion (scattered throughout) in 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  (2)  elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you 

and peace be multiplied.  (3)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead,  (4)  to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for 

you,  (5)  who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  

(6)  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various 

trials,  (7)  that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is 

tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  (8)  whom having 
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not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full 

of glory,  (9)  receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 

II. Exiles in a Foreign Land 

a. To the pilgrims of the Dispersion 

i. Pilgrims, exiles, foreigners, sojourners, literally means “away from home,” I may live 

here currently, work here currently but this isn’t where I belong – like a student away at 

college who intends on returning home 

1. This is where we are going to set up shop 

ii. If we can understand this statement, this description, this reality we will be much better 

equipped to handle persecution in our lives regardless of what it looks like 

iii. Dispersion means scattered throughout but it is referring to a very specific event – Jewish 

believers exiled from Jerusalem because of persecution  

1. When Peter writes about exiles he could be referring to these Jewish Christians 

but here’s the thing – his audience is mostly gentiles, it is obvious in Peter’s letter 

that he is writing to gentiles  

b. Why would Peter call these gentiles, who were more than likely living in their home towns, born 

and raised in Pontus, and Galatia, and Cappadocia pilgrims, exiles, strangers in a foreign land? 

Why would he compare them to Jewish believers who have been scattered across Asia?  

i. Php 3:20-21  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  (21)  who will transform our lowly body that it may be 

conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to 

subdue all things to Himself. 

ii. Heb 11:13-14  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having 

seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were 

strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  (14)  For those who say such things declare 

plainly that they seek a homeland. 

1. If we are truly born again – it doesn’t matter where we live – this is not our home! 

Our citizenship is in heaven. We are just passing through. We may live here, and 

work here, and raise our families here but ultimately this is not our true home.  

c. Why is understanding this reality so important? 

i. The difference between renting a home and owning a home – how much are willing to 

invest into a place that is just temporary?  

ii. Most Christians are investing in this life like it’s their final resting place. Like it is the 

home of their dreams, the home they saved for and now they are going to retire in it.  

1. If we truly believe that this life is temporal and that we were made for the eternal, 

then we wouldn’t be investing so much time and energy into things that are fading 

away  

2. Wouldn’t our lives be devoted to preparing for eternity? Investing in things with 

eternal significance? Peter explains what’s waiting for us in verse 4 “an 

inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved 

in heaven for you,  (5)  who are kept by the power of God through faith for 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”   

3. Don’t get me wrong, when you live in a rental you still have to vacuum and mop 

and clean the bathrooms but some of us building additions, adding a fourth 

bedroom or a third story – we are sinking our roots deep into a place that is not 

our home 

III. The Way of the Pilgrim  

a. This is Peter’s message – this is not your home. You are an exile, a pilgrim, don’t get 

comfortable here and lose sight of your future 

i. Look at his plea to us in chapter 2 

ii. 1Pe 2:11-12  Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 

which war against the soul,  (12)  having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, 



that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which 

they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

b. James told us that those who have their citizenship in Heaven are cut from a different cloth 

i. Peter explains what this citizenship looks like in verse 2 - according to the foreknowledge 

of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the 

blood of Jesus Christ 

1. according to – those who be saved, His adopted family 

2. in sanctification of the Spirit (set apart for sacred use) - set apart positionally, 

being set apart progressively 

3. for obedience – Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

4. and for sprinkling with his blood – this one’s a little more difficult to understand, 

but if we jump a head in chapter 1 we see Peter explain this in greater detail - 1Pe 

1:17-19  And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to 

each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your 

exile,  (18)  knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 

from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  (19)  

but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 

spot. 

c. Those verses answer to vital questions – what have we been ransomed from and what have we 

been ransomed with? 

i. From? Our futile ways. What are those? 1Pe 4:3-4  For we have spent enough of our 

past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, 

drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.  (4)  In regard to 

these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of 

dissipation, speaking evil of you. 

1. lusts - sinful desires, sinful longings 

2. lewdness - being filthy (talk and action), Peter uses this same word to describe the 

men in Sodom 

3. drinking parties - parties where the guest of honor is alcohol  

4. drunkenness - speaks for itself (excess of wine) 

5. revelries - group sin - orgies, riots 

6. idol worship - bowing down to the god of self 

a. Our flesh desires sinful things, so we talk about those things, joke about 

those things - then we plan parties where drinks are flowing in hopes that 

we can act on those desires all in the name of self-worship 

7. They think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of 

dissipation, speaking evil of you - dissipation – unsaved-ness 

a. "Pagans were suspicious of the Christian refusal to sacrifice to the Roman 

gods." 

b. How do we know that we are too invested in this life? – no one thinks 

we’re strange because we continue to run with them in same manner as the 

unsaved 

c. If this is the only life we will ever live then eat, drink, and be merry for 

tomorrow we die! Medicate! Feel good!  

d. But we were made for so much more! We were made for far deeper and 

meaningful things – things that do bring pleasure, but pleasure that is not 

fleeting or passing, - we are given hints of it in this life as we trust Jesus 

and walk with Him.  

d. What rescued us from these futile ways?  



i. The precious blood of Jesus Christ – so when Peter says for the sprinkling on of the blood 

Christ - I am reminded day by day the blood that was spilt for me! The blood of Jesus 

that is more precious than gold that rescued me from my slavery to sin!  

ii. So, if the precious blood of Christ was spilt to rescue me from futile ways – rescue me 

from vain pursuits, to rescue me from empty endeavors, what does it mean when I return 

to those futile ways? 

iii. It means that I am treating the blood of Christ like garbage, like waste, like it is worthless 

iv. Heb 10:28-31  Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the 

testimony of two or three witnesses.  (29)  Of how much worse punishment, do you 

suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, 

counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and 

insulted the Spirit of grace?  (30)  For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS 

MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS 

PEOPLE."  (31)  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

v. It’s not that if we struggle with sin, there's no hope for us. But if we continue to go back 

to that which we have been saved from, we live as if the blood of Christ has had no 

effect. We live like a sinner who is going to be judged by the living God. We live as if 

this our final home. That isn’t what this world needs to see! 

1. How does a pilgrim live? the genuineness of your faith, being much more 

precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to 

praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  (8)  whom having not 

seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with 

joy inexpressible and full of glory,  (9)  receiving the end of your faith—the 

salvation of your souls. 

2. With hearts set on eternity – I may be living here now but I know where I’m 

headed 

1Pe 1:(13)  Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the 

grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  (14)  As obedient children, do not be 

conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,  (15)  but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy 

in all your conduct,  (16)  since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." 

IV. Set Your Mind on Eternity 

a. The sign of a good sermon isn’t how many people leave saying “wow, isn’t that preacher great?” 

but how many people leave say “I know what I must do!” 

i. Peter tells us now – prepare your minds for action - gird up the loins of your mind – get 

ready to run – not from something, but to something – as we run to Jesus, we are 

naturally running away from sin.  

ii. The race that Paul often spoke of – at the end of his life – I have run the race, I have kept 

the faith 

iii. How do we prepare – as we read in Hebrews 12 – lay aside every weight and the sin the 

so easily ensnares us and we keep our minds clear looking unto Jesus, the author and 

finisher of our faith 

1. If there are two men racing – one looks like he’s going on a rock climbing 

expedition, pots and pans hanging off his backpack, lantern, a portable grill, oh 

and he’s drunk and the other is dressed in like a runner who has come to run guess 

who my monies on 

2. Shed the weight this morning, all the things you think you need in this life, and set 

your mind on eternity.  

3. It was one thing when we didn’t know any better but now we know. 

b. We can’t change our hearts, but we can change our minds 

i. Today, let’s set it on our minds that reality that we are just passing through, this is not our 

home, our home is with Jesus – and in the meantime, we are going to found storing up 

treasures in heaven. 


