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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Let’s do a little recap as we get started in our teaching this morning. 

1. In chapter 1 of 1st John: 
a) John said that he was writing the letter so that recipients of his letter 

would have a fullness of joy! 
b) He also said that man is sinful by nature and to deny that, is deceiving 

ourselves. 
c) But if we confess our sins, that Jesus is faithful and just to forgive us and 

cleanse is from all unrighteousness! 
2. Then in chapter 2: 

a) John said he was also writing the letter so that the recipients of the letter 
might not sin! 
(1) And that is where we found out what an Advocate is and what the 

word propitiation means. 
(2) Because John has already told is that man is sinful by nature, and 

even though it is his desire (as it is Christ’s) that we DO NOT SIN – 
he knows that we will. 
(a) Be Jesus is our defense and His blood covers us! 

b) And in our last teaching – we found out what abiding in Jesus means. 
(1) Just like the branch “abides” in the tree and bears much fruit, so will 

the Christian who abides in his Savior! 
 
II. 1JN 2:8-11  AGAIN, A NEW COMMANDMENT I WRITE TO YOU, WHICH THING IS TRUE 

IN HIM AND IN YOU, BECAUSE THE DARKNESS IS PASSING AWAY, AND THE TRUE 
LIGHT IS ALREADY SHINING. 9  HE WHO SAYS HE IS IN THE LIGHT, AND HATES HIS 
BROTHER, IS IN DARKNESS UNTIL NOW. 10  HE WHO LOVES HIS BROTHER ABIDES 
IN THE LIGHT, AND THERE IS NO CAUSE FOR STUMBLING IN HIM. 11  BUT HE WHO 
HATES HIS BROTHER IS IN DARKNESS AND WALKS IN DARKNESS, AND DOES NOT 
KNOW WHERE HE IS GOING, BECAUSE THE DARKNESS HAS BLINDED HIS EYES.  

A. Now, you may remember from the last teaching – that John said - abiding in the Lord 
and walking as He walked was not a new commandment or “concept”.  Israel ended up 
in slavery every time they DIDN’T stay close to Him. 

1. But Jesus and John’s concept of love indeed has a new twist to it! 
a) You see the Scribes and Pharisees thought they could hate their brother’s 

all they wanted as long as they did their best to jump through the hoops of 
the commandments. 

b) In fact, there were many that thought they were the “enlightened ones”, 
yet hated with a passion. 
(1) Luk 18:9  Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10  
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"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11  The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other 
men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax 
collector. 12  I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
possess.' 13  And the tax collector, standing afar off, would 
not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 14  I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted."  

(2) Again – please do NOT make the mistake of going New Age on me 
here.  John is taking about Jesus – not some cosmic light that we 
can all attain and realize the “god” in us! 
(a) Remember the opening of his letter: 

(i) 1Jn 1:1  That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, concerning the Word of 
life—2  the life was manifested, and we have seen, 
and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal 
life which was with the Father and was manifested 
to us—3  that which we have seen and heard we 
declare to you, that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

(ii) So Jesus Christ is the true light and is already shining 
and 1Jn 2:11 … he who hates his brother is in 
darkness and walks in darkness, and does not 
know where he is going, because the darkness 
has blinded his eyes. 
(a) John is letting them know that they could not 

hate the way that they did and claim to know 
the Truth. 

(b) And let me say this – there are many ways to 
“hate”. 
(i) Hate does not always take the form of 

open aggression. 
(ii) Hate can look very “religious” on the 

outside and be full of passive 
aggression! 

(iii) But you can always identify it by its 
desire for self fulfillment at the expense 
of others. 

 
III. 1JN 2:12  I WRITE TO YOU, LITTLE CHILDREN, BECAUSE YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN 

YOU FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE. 13  I WRITE TO YOU, FATHERS, BECAUSE YOU HAVE 
KNOWN HIM WHO IS FROM THE BEGINNING. I WRITE TO YOU, YOUNG MEN, BECAUSE 
YOU HAVE OVERCOME THE WICKED ONE. I WRITE TO YOU, LITTLE CHILDREN, 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE KNOWN THE FATHER. 14  I HAVE WRITTEN TO YOU, FATHERS, 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE KNOWN HIM WHO IS FROM THE BEGINNING. I HAVE WRITTEN 
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TO YOU, YOUNG MEN, BECAUSE YOU ARE STRONG, AND THE WORD OF GOD 
ABIDES IN YOU, AND YOU HAVE OVERCOME THE WICKED ONE. 15  DO NOT LOVE 
THE WORLD OR THE THINGS IN THE WORLD. IF ANYONE LOVES THE WORLD, THE 
LOVE OF THE FATHER IS NOT IN HIM. 16  FOR ALL THAT IS IN THE WORLD—THE 
LUST OF THE FLESH, THE LUST OF THE EYES, AND THE PRIDE OF LIFE—IS NOT OF 
THE FATHER BUT IS OF THE WORLD. 17  AND THE WORLD IS PASSING AWAY, AND 
THE LUST OF IT; BUT HE WHO DOES THE WILL OF GOD ABIDES FOREVER.  

A. John is writing to 3 different age-groups here: children, young men, and fathers.  Let’s 
take a look at what he says to each group: 

1. Children: 
a) …Their sins were forgiven because of Jesus 
b) …They knew the Father 

2. Young men: 
a) …They were strong 
b) …They were abiding in the Word of God 
c) …They had overcome the wicked one 

3. Fathers: 
a) …They had known Him WHO WAS from the beginning 
b) …They had known Him from the beginning 

(1) I think the point here might just be that whatever our age – if we 
claim to be a Christian – what he is about to tell us – applies to us 
all - and here it is! 

 
B. 15  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him. 

1. Rom 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable service. 2  And do not be conformed to this world, (to 
give the same shape, outline, or contour to : to be similar or identical ; also : to be 
in agreement or harmony : to act in accordance with prevailing standards or 
customs) but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

2. Mat 6:19  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20  but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21  For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 22  "The lamp of the body is the eye. If 
therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23  But if 
your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the 
light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24  "No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else 
he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon. 25  "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put 
on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26  Look at 
the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27  
Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28  "So why do 
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you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: 
they neither toil nor spin; 29  and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30  Now if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31  "Therefore do 
not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What 
shall we wear?' 32  For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33  But seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
to you.  

3. Col 3:1  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2  Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 
a) John pretty much gives young and old the same advice: 

(1) We are not to make our life’s work an attempt to satisfy our flesh. 
(2) …Or a desire to possess everything we look at. 
(3) …Or to think too much of (or about) ourselves. 

(a) So let me ask us all a couple of questions: 
(i) How many Christians (young or old) do we know that 

are willing to give up what they want for the sake of 
Christ? 

(ii) How many Christians (young or old) do we know that 
are more concerned about gas money or hair-styles 
or clothes, or comfort than the cause of Christ? 

(iii) And one last question: Where do I fit into all that? 
 
IV. CONCLUSION 

A. 1Jn 2:18  Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the 
Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know 
that it is the last hour. 19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that 
they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 20  But you have an 
anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21  I have not written to you 
because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of 
the truth. 22  Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is 
antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 23  Whoever denies the Son does 
not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 24  
Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you 
heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the 
Father. 25  And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 26  These 
things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 27  But the 
anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need 
that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all 
things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in 
Him. 28  And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29  If you know that He 
is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him. 


