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1JOHN 
 

What Do We Do With Sin? 
1 John 2:1-3 

 
I. Mother’s Day 

a. Despite all the holidays that were created by corporations and card companies to make 
money, Mother’s Day stands out as one that is more than well deserved, Mother’s 
should be celebrated 

i. Jesus celebrates them in scripture – He very specifically describes a day in the 
life of a mom 

ii. In Matthew 25 Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me drink; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you cared 
for Me. The righteous will ask when? Lord, when did we see You hungry and 
feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? or naked and clothe You? Or sick and 
care for you? And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to Me.' 

iii. If that doesn’t capture the day in the life of a mom I don’t know what does 
1. If you want to understand what selfless love looks like, look at a mom. 

Many women without biology children that demonstrate the heart of a 
mother wonderfully  

2. To all of you, happy Mother’s Day 
II. God is Light 

a. In chapter 1 John laid the foundation for his first letter with this statement – God is light, 
and in Him there is no darkness at all 

i. God is glorious, He is perfect, He is without fault, He is pure, He is undefiled 
ii. He is the source and the standard for truth. Nothing can be rightly understood 

unless it is understood through His glorious light 
iii. Wisdom starts and ends with Him 
iv. John says, we know this because we have seen God, we have touched Him, we 

have heard Him speak, we have experienced Him through His perfect expression 
Jesus Christ  

1. Just as we read in first Hebrews 1, The Son is the radiance of God's glory 
and the exact representation of his being… 

b. And this is why I write to you, that we may fellowship together as we fellowship with 
God, and through that fellowship your joy will be made full 

i. There is no greater joy then fellowship with God. No greater pleasure then 
communion with our creator.  

ii. John pleads with the early church, come – taste and see, come experience Him, 
have your eyes opened to His glory, walk in the light as He is in the light 

iii. If John were alive today this would still be his plea – church, come fellowship with 
the Father – you’ve been captivated by lesser things, put those down and walk in 
the light  

1. That’s the theme he carries into chapter 2 
2. We’ve been given access to presence of God through the sacrifice of His 

Son Jesus – we know if we seek Him we will find Him, if we draw near to 
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Him, He will draw near to us, so why don’t we? What keeps us in this state 
of mild interest, this modest affection, this lazy pursuit? 

1Jn 2:1-3  My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone 
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  (2)  And He Himself is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.  (3)  Now by 
this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 

III.  Walking in Darkness 
a. It is sin. John eluded to this in chapter 1. 

i. If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth. 

ii. Why are we satisfied with rubble when diamonds are available to us? Why do we 
pursue the beast instead of the saving sword of Christ? Because we can’t see 
the difference. We sin because we are blind to the seriousness of sin and the 
significance of Jesus. 

b. The church and sin  
i. The church doesn’t know what to do with sin today. There’s this split personality 

in the body of Christ in relation to dealing with sin. Are we supposed to fight 
against sin or give into it? 

1. On one hand you hear the voice of liberty saying – “don’t worry about it. 
You’re not a sinner anymore. You are saved by the blood of Christ. You 
are a new creation in Him. Don’t fight sin anymore. Don’t resist it. Rest in 
the forgiveness of Jesus.” 

2. On the other hand you have the voice of moralism saying “you must earn 
God’s love by living a holy life and then He will be pleased with you, and 
then He will accept you as His child” 

c. Is that really what scripture says?  
i. John writes “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 
not in us.” He also says in verse 15 of chapter 2 If anyone loves the world, love 
for the Father is not in them. 

ii. Jesus told us if our right hand causes us to sin cut it off, Paul tells us to put to 
death the deeds of the flesh, James tells us to resist the devil and he will flee, the 
author of Hebrews writes “In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted 
to the point of shedding your blood.” He goes on to tell us to make every effort to 
pursue holiness. 

iii. And in verse 1 of chapter 2 John writes “Don’t sin.” I write this letter to you so that 
you won’t sin. 

1. This idea of giving into sin is not Biblical! This idea of giving up the fight 
and giving into our selfish desires is not from God.  

2. So where did these ideas come from? They are born out of a 
misunderstanding of what sin is (bondage) and inability to effectively fight 
it (frustration) 

IV. What is Sin? 
a. First it is important to define sin 

i. 1Jn 3:4  Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is 
lawlessness. 

ii. The word commit refers to continual action. Blatant, habitual, and continual sin. 
1. Who’s to say what is sin? Cards used to be sin in the church, dancing, 

drums, women speaking, men letting their hair grow long. Who is to really 
say what is sin? 

2. There is a difference between cultural, ceremonial, and moral laws and for 
the sake of time we won’t be getting into those today.  



iii. “Sin is basically and fundamentally that which is contrary to the will of God. In 
other words, a sinner is one who is insubordinate to the will of God.” McGee 

1. Sin is missing Jesus. We focus so much on what will happen when we sin, 
the consequences of sin, we forget that the greatest tragedy isn’t what will 
happen but what won’t happen. 

2. Jesus said in John 10:10 The devil has come to steal, kill, and destroy 
but I have come to give you life and life abundantly. 

3. Lawlessness is seeing what God has for us, understanding His plan and 
purpose, and saying no thanks. I’m good. 

iv. Let’s address a sore spot - Entertainment - Root word entertain means "to hold" 
– to maintain interest 

1. to entertain means to capture and to hold one’s attention 
2. There is an endless amount of content available to us at our finger tips 

that quite honestly competes with God for our attention 
a. Why are we more captivated by the worlds entertainment then we 

are by God? 
b. If it is God’s will that we know Him, that we are captivated by Him 

above all else, yet we would much rather turn to our games and our 
shows and our sports would that be considered practicing 
lawlessness? 

c. God’s will has been made plain and it is in His will that we 
experience fullness of joy yet we choose something lesser – 
wouldn’t that be walking in darkness 

v. Sin is willful rebellion against God all that He stands for 
b. Sin is serious! 

i. This idea that we can sin because we know we are forgiven from sin represents 
a lack of understanding of sin and forgiveness 

ii. Jas 4:8-10  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  (9)  
Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and 
your joy to gloom.  (10)  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He 
will lift you up. 

iii. You don’t see people weeping over their sin very often anymore. We have lost 
sight of the seriousness of sin.  

iv. 1Jn 3:8  He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might 
destroy the works of the devil. 

1. When we sin, we join ourselves with those who have not experienced the 
saving grace of Jesus. 

2. Sin contradicts our new nature. It suggests that we share the same nature 
as the devil. It aligns us with him.  

v. We make light of what Jesus came to do. We make light of His sacrifice and His 
suffering.  

1. When we willfully sin, we are saying I understand the price that was paid 
to destroy this evil work, but I am going to do it anyway. 

2. Jesus came to destroy this and the power it holds over me, but I am going 
to practice it anyway  

V. How Do We Fight Sin? 
a. We know sin is serious, it gets in the way of knowing God, it robs us of our joy, it aligns 

us with the work of the enemy, it increases our desires for lesser things 
i. Knowing all these things doesn’t necessarily give us victory over sin – how do we 

fight sin? We don’t. 



1. “Pastor that doesn’t make sense.” What John is saying doesn’t seem to 
make sense either.” 

ii. My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for 
the whole world. Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. 

1. Don’t sin and when you do sin ypu have Jesus, the righteous one, who 
goes before the Father as our Advocate (intercessor, comforter). He is the 
propitiation, the atonement, for our sins. 

2. God hates unrighteousness, sin angers God, and one day His wrath will 
be poured out on all unrighteousness but when Jesus was crucified the 
wrath of God was poured out on Him for all that would believe on His 
name. 

a. What did Jesus save us from? Our sin? No, He saved us from God. 
He stepped in and took our place. 

VI. Where’s the Fight? 
a. “Pastor, you’re talking out both sides of your mouth. Fight sin, don’t fight sin. Which is 

it?” If our fight is against sin, we will never win. If our fight is to keep our eyes on Jesus. 
To know Him, to experience Him, to learn His voice, and sin gets in the way of that, then 
we already have victory. 

i. Heb 12:1-2  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  
(2)  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

ii. Matthew 5:8 – Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God 
iii. Put another way, oh how fortunate are those who have clean intentions, singular 

motives, for they shall gaze at God with eyes wide open 
b. What does it mean to be pure of heart? 

i. “The heart is what you are, in the secrecy of your thoughts and feeling, when 
nobody knows but God. And what you are at the invisible root matters as much to 
God as what you are at the visible branch.” Piper 

ii. Psalms equivalent that helps with the definition - Psa 24:3-4  Who may ascend 
into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place?  (4)  He who 
has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, 
Nor sworn deceitfully. 

1. No idolatry (taking a good thing and making it a God thing) - There’s no 
other object of worship, nothing that competes for God’s authority and 
place of honor in our lives 

2. There’s no deceit, no falsehood, no lies – deceit is wanting people to think 
one thing about you when you are really something else – the pure heart 
is the transparent heart 

iii. James said purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
1. Be of one mind, a singular mind – what does it mean to be double-

minded? 
2. Jas 4:4  Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that 

friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore 
wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

a. There’s no dual citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven – and when 
we try to live for both kingdoms we lose sight of God 



b. Like a husband with a wife and a girlfriend – life of deceit, chaos, 
and pain 

3. We also see that phrase again – cleanse your hands – what does that 
mean? 

a. Repentance, making right 
iv. Matthew 22:37 Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

1. That is purity of heart – to want to know God – hard stop, no strings 
attached, no and...God is worthy of being known and we pursue Him as 
such 

c. The answer to our problem of habitual sin is the light of God. We sin because we can’t 
see. Because we are deceived.  

i. We need to see God. Our fight isn’t against something, it’s for something. My 
fight is to know God.  

ii. When we see Him, we will be undone – there’s not enough of this in the church 
today because we are doubled minded in our pursuit 

1. To see God is to be floored by His goodness and His glory – to begin to 
understand His worth, to see our sin in light of His holiness, and still be 
welcomed into His grace 

2. What was Peter’s response to the presence of Jesus? What was Isaiah’s 
response to the presence of God? 

a. Woe is me – I am a sinner – His response, “I know, and I love you. 
Come and follow me.” 

b. Many of us are attempting to follow Jesus without coming into His 
presence first.  

c. Those who see God and are undone by Him and live lives willful 
obedience to Him because they have seen His glory and worth – 
they are the ones who have pursued Him with a singular mind – a 
focused heart – eyes set on Jesus – and the weight of sin gets 
thrown aside because it only serves to slow them down in their 
pursuit of the glorious riches of knowing Him more 

 


