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GENESIS 
 

I Can’t, But I Know Who Can – Part 2 
Genesis 40 – 41 

 
I. Joseph in Prison 

a. Joseph is in prison for a crime he didn’t commit – is that really true? 
i. David was chased through the desert for 8 years because of a jealous king 
ii. Daniel was thrown in the lions’ den because jealous men tricked the king  
iii. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah better known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-

Nego were thrown into a fiery furnace because of self-obsessed ruler 
iv. Jesus was crucified because the religious leaders of His time hated Him, and the 

political leaders of his day gave into their pressure 
b. None of these statements are entirely accurate – they are just a small piece of the 

puzzle, a corner of a much larger painting  
i. Isa 53:6-10  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, 

to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  (7)  He 
was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was 
led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
So He opened not His mouth.  (8)  He was taken from prison and from 
judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from 
the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.  
(9)  And they made His grave with the wicked— But with the rich at His 
death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth.  
(10)  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When 
You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall 
prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 

ii. When Jesus did not answer Pilate “Do You not know that I have power to crucify 
You, and power to release You?" Jesus responded, “You could have no power at 
all against Me unless it had been given you from above.” 

iii. We must be careful not to lose sight of God’s sovereignty in our circumstances – 
faith agrees with the reality that God is in control and He loves me  

1. That faith is what made Joseph stand out in this pagan culture 
II. That has been the theme of this message – how are we to be in the world and not of the 

world and still influence the world 
a. Mat 5:13-16  "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall 

it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men.  (14)  "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hidden.  (15)  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 
a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  (16)  Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 

i. That sounds good! Stand out, get noticed, add flavor, let men see how righteous 
we are and glorify our Father in heaven 

ii. Let’s not forget the verses that proceed this Mat 5:10-12  Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  (11)  "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and 
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say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  (12)  Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 

iii. Joseph lived a life set up apart even when it cost him something, even when it 
cost him everything 

iv. We must stop here and be reminded that Joseph loved God because he was in 
communion with God, he had fellowship with God, he knew God  

v. These are qualities displayed by a life spent in the presence of Jesus  
b. Joseph suffered well 

i. What does it mean to suffer well? It starts with suffering for doing right.  
ii. It also means to suffer with a Spiritual perspective (God is in control and He loves 

me) -  it’s meeting fear with faith - this is for my good, God will be glorified 
c. Joseph spoke the truth even when it wasn’t popular 

i. The cupbearer and the baker both had dreams the same night – the dreams had 
very different meanings  

ii. Are we willing to stand on the truth of God's Word regardless of which side of the 
political isle it puts us on - truth does not originate from political parties - God is 
the source and standard for truth? 

1. When our political affiliation gets in the way of standing up for truth, that’s 
a problem   

iii. Persecution for believers will not be for believing in God, it will be for believing 
God  

1. When culture presses in on the Word of God who will we believe? When 
circumstances press in on the Word of God, who will we believe? 

d. Finally, where we left off last week – Joseph suffered long - tells the cupbearer not to 
forget him, the cupbearer forgets him, and Joseph spends over a decade in prison – all 
of his 20’s is spent behind bars for a crime he did not commit 

i. Nowhere do we see him cursing God, nowhere do we read about him 
questioning God, when we see him released from prison his heart is still in the 
right place 

ii. Are we ready to suffer long? Does God have the freedom to refine us no matter 
how long it takes? 

1. We are not a people that understand patience. We are not good at 
waiting. The way we drive, the way we eat, the way we shop, the way we 
surf the web, the way we date, the way we develop relationships – we 
want things and we want them now. 

iii. Psa 27:14  Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen 
your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD! 

1. We think this only pertains to prayer but what about waiting for the Lord to 
work out His perfect plan in us? 

2. David would understand waiting right? Anointed king of Israel and then 
chased around the desert by the king of Israel and the armies of Israel for 
years and years and years  

3. Are we willing to suffer long? Let the fiery trial run it’s coarse and continue 
to say God is good throughout it all? 

4. Jas 1:2-4  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various 
trials,  (3)  knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  
(4)  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking nothing. 

III. Joseph Doesn’t Touch the Glory 
a. Chapter 41 - 2 Years later Pharaoh has a dream – in this dream he is standing by a 

river bank and out of the river comes 7 fat cows and they graze along the river bank 



i. Then 7 more cows came out of the river and these cows looked like starved 
dogs, ribs showing, sickly – and they came alongside the fat cows and they 
devoured them 

ii. The Pharaoh had another dream the following night – 7 heads of grain came up 
from one stalk, they were plump and good. Then 7 thin heads sprang up and 
devoured the plump ones 

iii. When Pharaoh awoke he couldn’t shake these dreams – so he sent for all the 
magicians of Egypt and all its wise men 

1. If your god needs help with anything, he doesn’t deserve the title  
2. None of these spiritual men could interpret the dream 

iv. Then the cupbearer seemed to regain his memory at an opportune time – “I 
remember a guy who can interpret dreams. He interpreted my dream and 
everything he said came to pass.” 

v. Pharaoh called for Joseph – and Joseph was a mess, so they cleaned him, 
shaved him, and brought him before Pharaoh  

Gen 41:15-16  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I have had a dream, and there is no one who can 
interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that you can understand a dream, to interpret it."  
(16)  So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer 
of peace." 

b. Joseph does not touch the glory 
i. The primary enemy of spiritual effectiveness is pride – and unfortunately it is 

alive and well in the church today – men who want their names in lights, people 
seeking praise for their accomplishments, titles before and after their names – we 
want to be noticed, we want to be valued, we want to be praised – that isn’t 
simply a mistake, it’s demonic. 

1. Sounds harsh – how do we define immorality (pastor relived of his 
position)? 

2. Jas 3:14-16  But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your 
hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  (15)  This wisdom does 
not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.  (16)  For 
where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are 
there. 

3. Unfortunately, much of the church perpetuates this sin – elevate 
individuals instead of Jesus, we celebrated our accomplishments instead 
of what God is doing, we measure effectiveness in numbers, there’s a 
spirit of competition amongst churches instead of a spirit of unity, yet 
God’s Word tells us to embrace weakness so that He is made strong, to 
decrease so that He is increased, to take on the form of a slave – all while 
our worship leaders and pastors continue to embrace fandemonium   

c. God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble. This attitude of “I can’t but I know 
who can” must be ingrained is us. That is true ministry. We are the clay pots they have 
the wonderful privilege of holding the treasure and when people see the beauty and the 
value of the treasure we must be quick to point out they are not seeing us! 

i. Joseph goes on to reveal to Pharaoh the meaning of his dreams – 7 years of 
prosperity followed by 7 years of famine – be prepared.  

ii. Pharaoh said “You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled 
according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.” 
And all that God foretold came to pass 

Gen 41:42-57  Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph's hand; and 
he clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck.  (43)  And he 
had him ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried out before him, "Bow the 
knee!" So he set him over all the land of Egypt.  (44)  Pharaoh also said to Joseph, "I am 



Pharaoh, and without your consent no man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt."  
(45)  And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-Paaneah. And he gave him as a wife 
Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On. So Joseph went out over all the land of 
Egypt.  (46)  Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt.  
(47)  Now in the seven plentiful years the ground brought forth abundantly.  (48)  So he 
gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the 
food in the cities; he laid up in every city the food of the fields which surrounded them.  (49)  
Joseph gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he stopped counting, for it was 
immeasurable.  (50)  And to Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, 
whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him.  (51)  Joseph called the 
name of the firstborn Manasseh: "For God has made me forget all my toil and all my father's 
house."  (52)  And the name of the second he called Ephraim: "For God has caused me to be 
fruitful in the land of my affliction."  (53)  Then the seven years of plenty which were in the 
land of Egypt ended,  (54)  and the seven years of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. 
The famine was in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.  (55)  So when all the 
land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Then Pharaoh said to all 
the Egyptians, "Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, do."  (56)  The famine was over all the 
face of the earth, and Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the Egyptians. And the 
famine became severe in the land of Egypt.  (57)  So all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to 
buy grain, because the famine was severe in all lands. 

d. Joseph points to Jesus (Guzik) 
i. Loved by his father. 
ii. Sent to his brothers. 
iii. Hated by his brothers. 
iv. Spoke of his coming glory. 
v. Rejected by his brothers. 
vi. Endured unjust punishment from his brothers. 
vii. Sentenced to the pit. 
viii. Sold for pieces of silver. 
ix. Handed over to the Gentiles. 
x. Regarded as dead but was raised out of the pit. 
xi. Took on the role of a servant. 
xii. Tempted severely but did not sin. 
xiii. Falsely accused. 
xiv. Made no defense. 
xv. Place alongside two criminals; one is pardoned and one is not. 
xvi. Brought a message of deliverance in prison. 
xvii. Asked to be remembered. 
xviii. Displayed divine wisdom. 
xix. Recognized as having the Spirit of God. 
xx. Glorified after his humility. 
xxi. Honored among Gentiles while still despised or forgotten by his brothers. 
xxii. Given a Gentile bride. 
xxiii. Was 30 years old when he began his life’s work. 
xxiv. Became the only source of bread for the world. 
xxv. The world was instructed to go to him and do whatever he said to do. 

1. When we talk about living a life set apart, suffering well, suffering long, 
speaking truth in love, living to glorify the Father – are we not describing 
Jesus? 

2. Remain in Me and I will remain in you…what will it take to drive us to the 
feet of Jesus? 


