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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
1. Pastor Dan asked a question last week, “When is the church no longer the 

church?” 
a) It got pretty quiet when he asked that question, but the answer is pretty 

simple, - “When the church no longer looks nor acts like Jesus!” 
b) And when it no longer believes in, nor applies the principles of the Bible. 

2. But we must not forget that the church is made up of individual lives. 
a) So, this doesn’t start with the whole church.  It starts in the life of the 

individual and spreads. 
b) 1Jn 1:6 NKJV  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
c) 1Jn 2:4 NKJV  He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
(1) In other words, we live a lie.  When we live in willful sin, we are like 

the Corinthians, "puffed up" with a false sense of security! 
 

B. Paul said in the 14th verse of chapter 4, 1Co 4:14 NKJV  I do not write these things 
to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you. 

 
1. "SIN KILLS” If it is allowed unchecked in our lives - it will kill our spiritual walk. 
2. If it is left unchecked in the church at Corinth, it will kill the church. 

a) To prevent that from happening, God gave the church specific instructions in 
His Word. 
(1) Gal 6:1 NKJV  Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, 

you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 

(2) Mat 18:15-18 NKJV  "Moreover if your brother sins against you, 
go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he 
hears you, you have gained your brother.  (16)  But if he will 
not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'BY THE MOUTH 
OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY WORD MAY BE 
ESTABLISHED.'  (17)  And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to 
the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him 
be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.  (18)  "Assuredly, I 
say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. 

3. The Lord most always convicts us personally before He "reveals" our sin to others!   
4. It is much better to listen to loving gentle counsel of HIS Holy Spirit than to allow 

that sin to go public! 
a) Being brought before the church is always a last resort. 
b) The church in Corinth was not dealing with the sin that they knew was inside 

the church! 
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(1) It is to this, Paul addresses chapters 5 & 6! 

 
II. THE SIN OF SEXUAL IMMORALITY 
 

A. Paul names the case in point 1Co 5:1 NKJV  It is actually reported that there is 
sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named 
among the Gentiles—that a man has his father's wife! 2 NKJV  And you are puffed 
up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken 
away from among you. (Most likely – stepmother) 

 
1. They did not mourn, nor weep.  They did not even feel shame or agonize over it in 

prayer. 
a) The verse suggests that they were proud of their "open mindedness". 

 
B. Paul tells them that the guilty party must be dis-fellowshipped! 

 
a) Put outside the church.  EXCOMMUNICATED.  
b) Evidently he had been approached privately, and with two or more 

witnesses regarding his sin, because that is what scripture requires!  (Matt 
18) 
(1) But that confrontation brought about no repentance. 
(2) The only recourse scripturally was to consider this man as a heathen 

and a publican.  As one void of the Spirit! 
2. Please note: this severe discipline was for the purpose of restoration. 

a) "Destruction of the flesh" does not necessarily mean "destruction of the 
body". 
(1) It was to his flesh that he was surrendered, not the Spirit of God. 

(a) Remember man is made of body, soul=mind, and spirit. 
(i) If a man's soul is controlled by his spirit - that is the 

highest level of life. 
(ii) If his flesh controls his soul, he lives on the lowest, 

animalistic level. 
(2) Paul is saying, "If it is his flesh he wishes to fulfill, let him not hide in 

the church under the protection of Christianity!"  "Let it be a matter of 
public record that he is an unrepentant sinner willfully under the 
power of satan." 
(a) The desire in any such case is for the guilty party to see the 

severity of the sin and repent! 
(i) We will read later that it worked.  The man was 

restored. 
(ii) After the Biblical discipline, if a person is not restored, it 

must be that they love the sin more than the Father.  
That is not saving faith!! 
 

C. Paul names a few other sins that were being tolerated in the church at Corinth!  1Co 6:9-
13 NKJV  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
homosexuals, nor sodomites,  (10)  nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  (11)  And such were 
some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  (12)  All 
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things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for 
me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  (13)  Foods for the stomach 
and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body 
is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 

 
1. A true Christian is possessed with the Spirit of God. 
2. His body is no longer his to do with as he pleases.  It has been purchased with the 

blood of the Savior. 
a) For one that calls himself a "Christian" to willfully continue in sexual sin, or 

idol worship, or adultery, or homosexuality, or sodomy, or theft, or coveting, 
or getting drunk, or brawls, or in extortion proves that their body is still their 
own, not the Lord's! 

3. Paul quotes a famous Epicurean saying, "All things are lawful." 
a) This had become the philosophy of the church in Corinth, but Paul adds 

qualifiers. 
(1) My Christian liberty may give me the freedom to do anything I want, 

but my love for the Lord and His children should keep me from 
hurting them. 

(2) The Lord works through human bodies to accomplish his will in the 
church.   
(a) When one is sexually immoral, that sin is brought into the 

whole body of Christ. 
(b) When the "Christian" comes into the church they bring their 

"lover" with them! 
(i) The lover and the sin is part of the worship, part of the 

teaching, part of the prayers.     
(ii) 1Co 6:18 NKJV  Flee sexual immorality. Every sin 

that a man does is outside the body, but he who 
commits sexual immorality sins against his own 
body. 
(a) Not just the temple where God resides, but also 

the whole church "body" 
  

D. With this in mind, the church doesn't have the right to be permissive!  1Co 5:6-13 NKJV  
Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole 
lump?  (7)  Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since 
you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.  
(8)  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  (9)  
I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people.  
(10)  Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, 
or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to 
go out of the world.  (11)  But now I have written to you not to keep company with 
anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or 
a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person.  
(12)  For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not 
judge those who are inside?  (13)  But those who are outside God judges. 
Therefore "PUT AWAY FROM YOURSELVES THE EVIL PERSON." 

 
1. Instead of being "puffed up" about an "open minded" attitude regarding sin, they 

should have been grieved. 
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a) Leaven in scriptures is always a symbol of rot and decay! 

(1) A small amount will affect the whole bread. 
(a) EX. mom's big pot of light-bread! 

2. Paul had instructed them not to associate with immoral people, but they thought he 
meant people outside of the church. 
a) He says they would have to go outside this world to do that. 
b) He clarifies by telling them that he meant Christians! 
c) The church has no jurisdiction outside the faith.  That is God's area for 

judgment. 
d) But, inside the church – according to Paul, the saints are to deal with the 

wickedness! 
 
III. WHAT GIVES THE CHURCH THE RIGHT? 
 
 A. The church is a Spiritual institution.  It is God's.  Without the Spirit of the Lord there would 

be no church! 
 

1. The Lord Himself has given this power of dis-fellowshipping to the church!  1Co 
6:1-8 NKJV  Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law 
before the unrighteous, and not before the saints?  (2)  Do you not know 
that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, 
are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters?  (3)  Do you not know that 
we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?  (4)  
If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do you 
appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge?  (5)  I say 
this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not 
even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren?  (6)  But brother 
goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!  (7)  Now 
therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one 
another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let 
yourselves be cheated?  (8)  No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and 
you do these things to your brethren! 

   a. Christians will one day stand with the Lord in the judgment of this world.   
   b. They will even be a part of the judgment of satan and his fallen angels. 
    (1) Surely they have the wisdom to judge sin inside the church. 
 
IV. CONCLUSION 
 

A. Christians should trust God's judgment, through His appointed leadership in their local 
church. 

 
1. If they cannot do so, they should find another church where they can. 
2. It is through this trust in His leadership that they should go for counsel and even 

settlement of disputes, not to the world nor its pagan courts. 
 

B. Paul doesn't really leave the church with the option of "winking at sin". 
 

1. He leaves the church with the command to judge sin within the church! 
a) 1Pe 4:14-18 NKJV  If you are reproached for the name of Christ, 

blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On 
their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.  (15)  
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But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a 
busybody in other people's matters.  (16)  Yet if anyone suffers as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this 
matter.  (17)  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the 
house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of 
those who do not obey the gospel of God?  (18)  Now "IF THE 
RIGHTEOUS ONE IS SCARCELY SAVED, WHERE WILL THE 
UNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR?" 


