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1Corinthians 
 

Love, Sex, and Truth 

1 Corinthians 5 

 

I. A Church Conformed 

a. The people of Corinth believed that their financial prosperity was evidence of their right thinking  

i. Their godless worldview marked by self-worship wasn’t all that bad because of how 

successful they had become  

ii. The church in Corinth was on a spiritual island surrounded by this immorality 

iii. The waves of this godless culture had swept over the church in Corinth and created a 

fellowship with a lot of spiritual activity but no real power 

iv. This type of church is mentioned in the book Revelation - Rev 3:14-18  "And to the 

angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful 

and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:  (15)  "I know your works, 

that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.  (16)  So then, 

because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.  

(17)  Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'—

and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—  (18)  I 

counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white 

garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be 

revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 

1. Look at how successful we are – there’s nothing wrong here! 

b. The church in Corinth has served as an example of what not to do 

i. Paul has written about fighting within the church, divisions and tears over meaningless 

things 

1. They were majoring in the minors – fighting over who was the greatest – what 

teacher they associated with  

2. Paul deals with their broken ideology, their incorrect philosophy, and misguided 

theology – sins of the mind 

3. They did not share the mind of Christ - Jesus came to serve, not to be served. Paul 

said follow my example as I follow the example of Christ. Look at us, the 

apostles, we are poured out daily for the gospel  

c. Chapter 5 deals with physical sins, immorality 

i. Broken thinking leads to broken behavior  

ii. Paul has gone to great lengths to acknowledge that there are grey areas in scripture, areas 

that we cannot judge another brother in – areas we should not cause division over 

1. Eating meat - diet, which days are holy, wearing make-up, smoking, drums in 

worship, having a TV in the house, secular music, long hair 

2. There are grey areas in scripture – Paul does write whatever you do, do unto the 

Lord 

iii. But there are other areas where the Lord has clearly spoken and it is in those areas that 

Paul speaks boldly to the church in Corinth and to us 

1. In Chapters 5, 6, and 7 Paul is no longer dealing in grey areas 

2. The phrase “Do you not know?” appears 10 times in Paul’s letter 

3. It is a rhetorical question - you know what God has said and you ignore Him 

4. What was the church ignoring? Let’s take a look 
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II. Sex Defined 

1Co 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is 

not even named among the Gentiles—that a man has his father's wife! 

a. What is sexual immorality? Important to define the terms 

i. First we have to define sex 

1. How do we define sex? We go straight to the one who created sex. God gets to 

define sex. He created it, it is His. The world doesn’t get to define sex, media 

doesn’t get to define sex, we don’t get to define sex.  

2. Mar 10:2-9  The Pharisees came and asked Him, "Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife?" testing Him.  (3)  And He answered and said to them, "What 

did Moses command you?"  (4)  They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a 

certificate of divorce, and to dismiss her."  (5)  And Jesus answered and said to 

them, "Because of the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.  (6)  

But from the beginning of the creation, God 'MADE THEM MALE AND 

FEMALE.'  (7)  'FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER 

AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE,  (8)  AND THE TWO 

SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH'; so then they are no longer two, but one 

flesh.  (9)  Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate." 

a. Jesus is quoting Genesis 2:24 

3. Gen 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on 

the earth.” 

ii. God created a wonderful and powerful act that a husband and wife get to share together 

within the safety and security of marriage – that is the definition of sex 

1. Any sexual behavior outside of that is what we see here translated as sexual 

immorality 

iii. Some of your translations read fornication – Greek word porneia – harlotry (a word often 

used to describe Israel, unfaithfulness (adultery), and idolatry, the word has less to do 

with an action and much more to do with the heart 

1. The underlying problem when we engage in sexual immorality is unfaithfulness 

to God. He has made it clear what sex is and we want to redefine it. 

2. In the book of Genesis we read about Potiphar’s wife trying to seduce Joseph. She 

had him alone in her bedroom and made it clear that she wanted to sleep with 

him.  

a. "How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?" and he ran. It 

wasn’t about Potiphar, it wasn’t about his wife, it wasn’t about his purity 

ring, it was about his God.  

b. This was an issue of authority. That is why porneia is synonymous with 

idolatry – “God I know what you have said, but I disagree.” At that 

moment He is no longer our God. 

iv. Idolatry is taking a good thing that God has made and turning it into a god thing. Taking 

something wonderfully powerful and using outside of its intended purpose. 

1. C.S. Lewis wrote about this - "You can get a large audience together for a 

striptease. There's no question about it. You can get a lot of people to come to a 

striptease, and they come to watch a girl undress on the stage. Now suppose you 

visited a country where they filled an auditorium a different way. Not by having a 

girl undress. See it was packed to the walls; and a guy walked out with a big tray; 

and the tray was covered with some kind of a cloth; and music began to play and 

lights began to flash; and slowly pulled this cloth off in a rather enticing manner; 

and once it was completely off there on the tray was a t-bone steak...Wouldn't you 



think that in that country something had gone very wrong with their appetite for 

food." 

a. Something has gone very wrong with our understanding and appetite for 

sex 

v. We have taken sex from its rightful place in marriage and smeared it all over our society 

1. A fire in a fireplace is a wonderful thing. An uncontained fire in the middle of 

your bedroom floor is a terrible thing. 

2. Some of you have bonfires burning openly in your homes 

3. Parents – how many of you would let your kids crumple up newspapers on their 

bedroom floor and light them on fire? 

a. Why do they have unrestricted internet access in their rooms and on their 

phones? 

b. If that is the case in your house go home today and ask your son what their 

favorite porn site is. Then take a look at their browser history and ask why 

it has been cleared. 

i. Ask your daughter to see her text messages 

c. Working in youth ministry – I’ve prayed with too many young men who 

despise themselves because of their addiction to porn 

b. When we read sexual immorality was common place in the church what we are really reading is 

unfaithfulness was common in the church.  

i. Why was unfaithfulness so common? Because the church in Corinth was letting the 

culture of Corinth define what God had created 

ii. Same sex attraction – if you struggle in this area, I love you, I care about you as a person 

but I will not let my culture redefine what God has already defined. Marriage is His to 

define. 

c. This church had taken their sexual immorality even beyond what the world would allow.  

i. When the sins of church shock the world we have a major problem! 

ii.  See this in ancient writings -  

1. The Roman jurist Gains wrote in the second century: "It is illegal to marry a 

father's or mother's sister ... nor can I marry her who was at one time my mother-

in-law or stepmother" 

2. Catullus who was sexually liberal poet in the Roman empire calls this behavior 

abhorrent  

iii. Paul gives a specific example but he’s not dealing with an isolated incident  

1. We often take the “Cops” approach when looking at sin. “At least I’m not like 

that.” 

2. Because of their sexual immorality, because of their lack of submission to the 

authority of God, their witness was being destroyed in their community 

a. Instead of transforming their city they were conforming to it 

III. Celebrating Sin 

(2)  And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken 

away from among you. 

a. You are arrogant about your unfaithfulness 

i. A church can’t do anything about their problems until they recognize their problems and 

the church in Corinth didn’t see this as a problem 

ii. In fact, they celebrated their liberty in this area!  

1. When I was in college a few friends attended a church that relished in their 

liberties, their “freedom in Christ” – they traded their pursuit of holiness for the 

pursuit of acceptance.  

2. Cursing from the pulpit, watching pretty filthy movies under the guise of “God 

and culture,” all in an effort to make the unbeliever comfortable 



3. When a group of us approached our friends about our concerns we were labelled 

as legalistic, closed minded, and behind the times 

4. After the pastor had an affair with one of the members the church crumbled 

a. When you desire to fit in, you’ll get exactly what you asked for 

b. Why were they okay with this? We can only speculate – but my first guess would be he was a 

man of importance and wealth 

i. I know firsthand of men who are living in blatant, outright sin and their pastors won’t 

touch it because of the amount of money they give to the church 

ii. See how backwards the church becomes when it sells out? 

1. They are divided over things they shouldn’t be divided over – and united together 

in areas they should be fighting against 

2. It wasn’t the man’s sin that Paul was surprised about, it was the churches 

tolerance and celebration of his sin 

3. Paul gives them very clear instructions on how this should have been dealt with 

(3)  For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him 

who has so done this deed.  (4)  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along 

with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,  (5)  deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction 

of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. (6)  Your glorying is not good. Do you 

not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 

c. Paul was well aware of what was going on when he wrote in 1Co 4:19-20  But I will come to 

you shortly, if the Lord wills, and I will know, not the word of those who are puffed up, but the 

power. For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power. 

i. You talk big about your spirituality, your ability to exercise gifts, all the while celebrating 

sin, letting it go unchecked 

ii. Instead you should be heartbroken that this is taking place in your midst. Then you 

should go to this brother and let him know he is not welcome in fellowship for his own 

good.  

1. When the church is no longer heartbroken over sin it ceases to be the church – it 

may be a social gathering but it is certainly not the church  

2. When sin becomes so common place that it is ignored we are in big trouble 

iii. Deliver him to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved 

1. The amazing sovereignty and authority of God - He can and will use Satan against 

himself to accomplish His purposes in the life of believers and non-believers 

2. The point here is stop enabling this behavior – it’s ruining your witness and 

destroying his soul 

iv. Remember this isn’t a man who has simply stumbled and fallen, this is a man living in 

habitual, unrepentant sin 

IV. Be Who You Are 

(7)  Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For 

indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.  (8)  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 

nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

a. Be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened 

i. You are a new creation in Christ, it’s time to start acting like it - "Therefore if any man be 

in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 

become new." 

ii. Jesus was not sacrificed for us so that we would continue to be slaves to sin, He died so 

that we may walk in sincerity and truth - no more shame, true freedom – freedom from 

the burden of guilt that comes with unfaithfulness 

iii. Paul is simply saying be who you are. Walk in the path that God has already provided. 

“You have been given the Spirit, walk in it.” “you were once darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.” 



1. The work is done, now be who you were created to be in Jesus. Not slaves to sin, 

but alive in Christ. 

V. In the World, Not of It 

(9)  I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people.  (10)  Yet I certainly did 

not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, 

since then you would need to go out of the world.  (11)  But now I have written to you not to keep company 

with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a 

drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person.  (12)  For what have I to do with judging 

those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside?  (13)  But those who are outside God 

judges. Therefore "PUT AWAY FROM YOURSELVES THE EVIL PERSON." 

a. It was never Jesus’ intention for us to completely withdraw from the world – “I do not pray that 

you take them out of the world but that you would protect them from the evil one.” 

i. The church in Corinth was exactly where it was supposed to be – the answer to their 

conformity and compromise wasn’t to build walls to keep the sinful out – the answer was 

to seek after the righteousness of Christ 

ii. to the church of Laodicea write, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of 

nothing'—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— I 

counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire (purity), that you may be rich; and 

white garments (purity), that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 

not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 

iii. A church that remains pure in the midst of a perverse world shines brightly for Christ 

iv. John Macarthur says “The Christian's relation to the world is not no contact. It's no 

conformity.” 

1. We are to be the salt of the earth, the city on a hill – we are to stand out as a 

beacon for Jesus – not by conforming to the world but transforming into the 

likeness of Jesus 

2. Php 2:14-15  Do all things without complaining and disputing,  (15)  that you 

may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst 

of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world, 

b. Paul goes on to say, stay away from professing Christians who redefine what God has already 

made clear 

i. Not the Christian who stumbles, we are to come alongside them and lift them up – but the 

one takes pride in their unfaithfulness to Jesus. The one who refuses to submit to Jesus as 

Lord.  

ii. Isa 5:20  Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, 

and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

iii. Woe to those who celebrate their unfaithfulness to Christ as a virtue – do not associate 

with such people 

1. BE WHO YOU WERE CREATED TO BE 


