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1Corinthians 
 

Family Matters 

1 Corinthians 4 

 

I. The Prideful Church 

a. Paul is writing to a church that has conformed to the surrounding culture 

i. Religious rituals do not make for a Spirit-filled church 

ii. Worship the creation, not the creator – at the heart of the culture in the wealthy port city 

of Corinth 

1. They wouldn’t say this, but their actions revealed their hearts 

iii. Divisions, gossip, power struggles – the body of Christ was broken – James 1:6 For 

where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 

b. Paul’s letters to Corinth are so timely for the American church 

i. A heard a Calvary pastor call this letter 1 Californians  

ii. We live in a day and age where pastors are more concerned about promoting themselves 

then promoting Jesus – w/ multisite flatscreen fellowships because no one can deliver a 

message like they can  

iii. Churches cater to the consumer driven mentality that is so prevalent in our culture 

1. We go to church to see what we can get out of it 

a. We treat church like a buffet – traveling from one body of believers to the 

next trying to find that perfect meal 

2. Worship services are a performance – we critique the service like we would 

critique a movie 

c.  When Paul takes the church in Corinth to task he is taking us to task – when he tells the church 

in Corinth to grow up he is telling us to grow up! 

i. 1Co 3:1-3  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to 

carnal, as to babes in Christ.  (2)  I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until 

now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able;  (3)  for you 

are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not 

carnal and behaving like mere men? 

ii. Paul birthed this church, he is their spiritual father – these are the words of a loving father 

who is begging his children to stop settling  

iii. We don’t have time for these silly games – we are still on this earth for one reason, to lift 

up the name of Jesus!  

iv. In chapter 4 Paul continues this call to Spiritual Maturity  

1. Juxtaposition of the Spiritual mind (Paul) & the carnal mind (Corinth) 

II. Under Oarsman 

1Co 4:1-2  Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  (2)  

Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 

a. Consider us – follow us as we follow Christ – a spiritually mature believer can say this with 

confidence – follow my lead because I’m following Jesus 

i. That is true discipleship –taking someone in, leading them to Christ, and then training 

them up to be faithful servants of Jesus 

ii. So many people want to be leaders of crowds but aren’t willing to be mentors of 

individuals 

iii. They want to be in front of the many instead of pouring into the one 
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1. Paul was a public preacher but he privately discipled the likes of Timothy,  Titus, 

Onesimus, and probably countless others from the many churches he planted 

2. He refers to these people as his sons – and here he continues to disciple the church 

in Corinth saying boldly consider us! Look at us! Let us be your example! 

b. What is that example? First and foremost, Paul says we are servants – uses a very particular word 

i. Servants – a underoarsman, a third level rower – lower level oarsman (pic) 

1. These were slaves on a warship or merchant ship chained to their seats and they 

would often row until they died and then they would be replaced 

2. Keep in mind they would not get bathroom breaks  

a. Spiritual leadership is servanthood – Jesus demonstrated that clearly 

b. It is often a thankless job, sometimes the people you love and serve at best 

will repay you with neglect, at worst evil 

i. That’s exactly what we signed up for   

ii. Who are we serving - we are servants of Christ not of man – we aren’t serving for the 

accolades or pats on the back or public acknowledgment – we serve because it honors 

Jesus 

1. My job isn’t to serve you – it’s to serve Jesus first and foremost. If I’m serving 

you then I am always looking for your affirmation but if I serve Jesus I am 

constantly looking for His affirmation 

2. When we come to church and set up chairs, or teach the children, or monitor the 

parking lot we’re not doing it for the pastors, or the directors, or even the visitors, 

we are doing it for Jesus. 

a. That is the tonic for feeling underappreciated, unnoticed – this isn’t for the 

approval of man – so many ministries today are fueled by man’s approval 

– that is not a Christ-like servant  

iii. The cure for the church in Corinth and the church in America is found in these four 

words, as servants of Christ 

1. What a radical departure from what was going on in Corinth – their aspirations to 

be important, to be thought of highly, to make a name for themselves – Paul says 

looks at us – we are simply lower level oarsmen and Jesus is our master 

c. Stewards of the mysteries of God 

i. Steward – estate manager – I take care of something for someone else, it isn’t mine – and 

then I give it back to the person it rightly belongs to 

ii. We are given the gospel and we are to dispense of it, it is not our story, we didn’t come 

and die for mankind, we are simply stewards of the truth of Jesus 

iii. Verse 2 Paul says “it is required in stewards that one be found faithful” 

1. A rare quality in a feelings driven culture – Paul led by example regardless of the 

circumstances 

2. As Jon Courson has said we are not required to be successful, only faithful  

III. God Will Judge 

1Co 4:3-5  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court. In 

fact, I do not even judge myself.  (4)  For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; 

but He who judges me is the Lord.  (5)  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, 

who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then 

each one's praise will come from God. 

a. Paul wasn’t a servant of man, he was a servant of Jesus so he wasn’t concerned with man’s 

judgement 

i. He says “I can’t even judge myself!” If we judge ourselves, we tend make excuses for the 

way that we are. Paul knows that if he were to judge himself he would not be impartial. 

ii. Jeremiah - the heart is deceitfully and desperately wicked 

1. Psalmist - Search me and know my heart  



iii. Pro 3:5-6  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own 

understanding;  (6)  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your 

paths. 

iv. What a freeing place we come to when we are accountable to God alone, we seek to 

please Him alone 

1. Too many believers live under the burden of public opinion – that is too heavy of 

a burden to bare (raise your hand) 

2. As someone who teaches publically I have to hold fast to this – Was the truth of 

God’s word taught? 

1Co 4:6-7  Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, 

that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of 

one against the other.  (7)  For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not 

receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 

b. Paul and Apollos were the dream team of ministers 

i. Paul was an expert theologian, Apollos was an extremely charismatic and gifted preacher 

– they were a tour-de-force for the kingdom of God 

ii. And they didn’t take credit for any of it! It was all a gift from God.  

iii. How many of you earned your salvation? How many of you earned your gifts? None of 

you! Then why are you boasting?!?! 

1. One of the quickest ways for my kids to lose a gift that I just bought them is to 

rub in their siblings face.  

c. You may learn in us not to think beyond what is written – don’t add anything to the gospel – 

people are so hungry for something new, itching ears want something new – a new bent on truth, 

a new idea – a way to fit the Word of God into their “box” 

i. Faithful men, faithfully preaching the Word of God should sound reassuringly familiar 

regardless of the generation, regardless of the culture – the truth is the truth – the is one 

God, one Spirit, and one Lord Jesus Christ – old time preachers apply today 

ii. One of the blessings of Calvary Chapels – consistency 

IV. We are Weak, You are Strong 

1Co 4:8-13  You are already full! You are already rich! You have reigned as kings without us—and indeed I 

could wish you did reign, that we also might reign with you! 

a. As Paul writes these words they are dripping sarcasm - You are already full! You are already 

rich! You have reigned as kings without us! If only you actually did. 

i. You behave like Jesus has already returned, that the messianic kingdom has already 

arrived and there’s no more work to be done. No need to lay down your life for others, no 

need to take on the role of a humble servant. 

ii. Meanwhile the apostles pour their lives out for the sake of the gospel 

iii. We don’t live in the Messianic Kingdom, we live in a fallen world – we are born into a 

battle, a battle with a set conclusion but a battle none the less – and believers are lounging 

around as if the fight is over, fixed on amusement and entertainment blind to the work at 

hand. 

iv. 2Ti 4:5-7  But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  (6)  For I am already being poured out as a drink 

offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.  (7)  I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

1. I have seen this exhaustion first hand – few hands struggling to meet the needs of 

the many 

2. Family where mom goes to work, comes home, cleans, cooks, and her husband 

and boys spend her money and sit around watching tv – it’s disgusting 

 (9)  For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have been 

made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.  (10)  We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are 

wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored!  (11)  To the 



present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless.  (12)  And we 

labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure;  (13)  being 

defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring (scraping from one’s 

shoes) of all things until now. 

b. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You 

are distinguished, but we are dishonored! 

i. You guys are spending your time arguing over who is the greatest and we don’t even 

know where our next meal is coming from 

ii. Reality is if we have time to bicker and complain and posture and gossip we are probably 

so far from the fight we can’t even hear the sound of battle.  

1. That’s what happens when the church and church goers are more concerned about 

being comfortable than they are about being Christ-like 

2. The curse of prosperity – loss of perspective. We see it with our kids, we bless 

them too much and then they think they deserve it.  

V. The Heart of a Father 

1Co 4:14-16  I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you.  (15)  For 

though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in 

Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  (16)  Therefore I urge you, imitate me. 

a. Hear Paul’s sarcasm, hear his admonishment, the weight of his words and it sounds like 

bitterness.  

i. Far from it – it is deeply rooted in love. I do not write these harsh words to shame you but 

to warn you. 

1. There is true joy in surrender, there is true freedom in relinquishing control to 

God, there is peace in unity – You are missing out on the joy of being a healthy 

unified family of believers.  

ii. Paul could have passed over Corinth, ignored their problems, and invested in healthier 

church bodies but as a loving father he couldn’t do that 

1. We are reminded here that our responsibility as disciple makers doesn’t end with 

the salvation of an individual, that is where it begins – we are to take new 

believers under our wings and urge them to watch how we live 

2. That is something the pastor on the radio or the pastor on the tv cannot do – 

people literally have ten thousand instructors but what they need desperately is a 

spiritual father 

3. I have had the privilege of having my physical father and spiritual father be one in 

the same and I get to work daily with another one of my spiritual fathers and 

watch how he carries himself, I get to serve alongside many other spiritual fathers 

that I look up and learn from. That is a very good thing. 

a. We need to come alongside new believers and open up our lives to them – 

don’t have that opportunity? Pray for it! 

1Co 4:17-21  For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, 

who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.  (18)  Now some are puffed 

up, as though I were not coming to you.  (19)  But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord wills, and I will 

know, not the word of those who are puffed up, but the power.  (20)  For the kingdom of God is not in word 

but in power.  (21)  What do you want? Shall I come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness? 

b. Timothy – Paul sends him confidently knowing he has been trained up well, he will be an asset 

to the church in Corinth 

i. As though I were not coming to you – the teacher left the classroom so everyone 

misbehaves but Paul desires to return  

ii. For the kingdom of God isn’t talk – it’s power, it’s action – there is plenty of talk going 

on in Corinth and very little power 

iii. Talk is cheap – the power of God is transformative – Paul see’s the potential of the 

church in Corinth and begs them get their eyes off of themselves and back on Jesus 


