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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. As we approach 1 Corinthians – Chapter 2: 

1. Please keep in mind that Paul was just in Athens before he moved on to Corinth. 
2. Acts 17 tells us that this place was rife with philosophy and folks who loved to 

dialog and argue points all the time.  They were the philosophical intellectuals of 
Paul’s time. 
a) And of their thousand altars, Paul picked the one “to the unknown god”. 
b) Paul quoted from their poets, discussed their philosophy, and alluded to 

their culture. But the success of his sermon was very minimal. Most of 
those who heard him mocked him. Others said, "Come back later, and 
we'll hear more." Only a handful believed. (Jon Courson) 

c) He tried to be relevant – but he never mentioned Jesus! 
(1) …he never mentioned Jesus Christ crucified. Although he alluded 

to the Resurrection, he never stated straightforwardly and with 
simplicity that Jesus had died for their sins and had risen from the 
dead. Instead, he tried to be philosophical. He tried to be 
professional. He tried to be relatable. As a result, no church was 
established in Athens. (Jon Courson) 

(2) He was NOT going to make the same mistake in Corinth! 
  

II. 1CO 1:26-31 NKJV  FOR YOU SEE YOUR CALLING, BRETHREN, THAT NOT MANY WISE 
ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, NOT MANY MIGHTY, NOT MANY NOBLE, ARE CALLED.  
(27)  BUT GOD HAS CHOSEN THE FOOLISH THINGS OF THE WORLD TO PUT TO 
SHAME THE WISE, AND GOD HAS CHOSEN THE WEAK THINGS OF THE WORLD TO 
PUT TO SHAME THE THINGS WHICH ARE MIGHTY;  (28)  AND THE BASE THINGS OF 
THE WORLD AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE DESPISED GOD HAS CHOSEN, AND THE 
THINGS WHICH ARE NOT, TO BRING TO NOTHING THE THINGS THAT ARE,  (29)  THAT 
NO FLESH SHOULD GLORY IN HIS PRESENCE.  (30)  BUT OF HIM YOU ARE IN CHRIST 
JESUS, WHO BECAME FOR US WISDOM FROM GOD—AND RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 
SANCTIFICATION AND REDEMPTION— (31)  THAT, AS IT IS WRITTEN, "HE WHO 
GLORIES, LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD." 

A. You see pride is a frequent cause of turmoil and division. 

1. And here we see the Apostle Paul telling them, they have nothing to boast about 
accept Jesus! 
a) It is but of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 

God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
b) Now, with that in mind we can start our study in Chapter 2. 

 
III. 1CO 2:1-5 NKJV  AND I, BRETHREN, WHEN I CAME TO YOU, DID NOT COME WITH 

EXCELLENCE OF SPEECH OR OF WISDOM DECLARING TO YOU THE TESTIMONY OF 
GOD.  (2)  FOR I DETERMINED NOT TO KNOW ANYTHING AMONG YOU EXCEPT JESUS 



 2 
CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED.  (3)  I WAS WITH YOU IN WEAKNESS, IN FEAR, AND IN 
MUCH TREMBLING.  (4)  AND MY SPEECH AND MY PREACHING WERE NOT WITH 
PERSUASIVE WORDS OF HUMAN WISDOM, BUT IN DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPIRIT 
AND OF POWER, (5) THAT YOUR FAITH SHOULD NOT BE IN THE WISDOM OF MEN 
BUT IN THE POWER OF GOD. 

A.  Paul is saying, “You didn’t get this example of prideful arrogance from me. When I 
came to you, I didn’t brag about my knowledge and wisdom, or my ‘credentials’.  I came 
preaching Jesus because that is really all that matters!” 

1. But these days – Paul would be in rare company: 
a) There are way too many churches that are caught up in the “Athens 

Approach” and far too few taking Paul’s approach in Corinth. 
2. Paul’s words here in these first 5 verses, carry the same idea as we see in the 

Old Testament book of Zec 4:6 NKJV  So he answered and said to me: "This 
is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by 
My Spirit,' Says the LORD of hosts. 
a) In other words, “It’s not about us, it is not about our ‘speaking ability’ or our 

‘fame’ or our ‘education’ – it is about Jesus and the Holy Spirit’s ability to 
‘transform’ all of that into something useful!” 

b) I have met a lot of so called “church leaders” who are full of pride because 
they have a radio show, or a TV show, or large numbers.  They have 
forgotten that it has nothing to do with them. 
(1) Many of them are still “preaching Jesus” but they somehow think 

that - it is now “them & Jesus” instead of just Jesus! 
(a) And that is also why sometimes you hear of huge ministries 

crumbling to the ground – because the foundation must be 
Jesus and Jesus alone! 
 

IV. 1CO 2:6-9 NKJV  HOWEVER, WE SPEAK WISDOM AMONG THOSE WHO ARE MATURE, 
YET NOT THE WISDOM OF THIS AGE, NOR OF THE RULERS OF THIS AGE, WHO ARE 
COMING TO NOTHING.  (7)  BUT WE SPEAK THE WISDOM OF GOD IN A MYSTERY, THE 
HIDDEN WISDOM WHICH GOD ORDAINED BEFORE THE AGES FOR OUR GLORY,  (8)  
WHICH NONE OF THE RULERS OF THIS AGE KNEW; FOR HAD THEY KNOWN, THEY 
WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED THE LORD OF GLORY.  (9)  BUT AS IT IS WRITTEN: 
"EYE HAS NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HAVE ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF 
MAN THE THINGS WHICH GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM." 

A. Paul tells the Corinthians that the pure and sweet gospel is not without wisdom, but it is 
a wisdom that few in this world understand. 

1. It is a wisdom that is eternal: wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has 
knew; for if they had known, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. 
a) Rom 1:20-23 NKJV  For since the creation of the world His invisible 

attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse,  (21)  because, although they knew God, they did not glorify 
Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened.  (22)  Professing to be wise, 
they became fools,  (23)  and changed the glory of the incorruptible 
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God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-
footed animals and creeping things. 

b)  The wisdom of this world is definitely not the wisdom of the Lord! 
 

V. 1CO 2:10 NKJV  BUT GOD HAS REVEALED THEM TO US THROUGH HIS SPIRIT. FOR 
THE SPIRIT SEARCHES ALL THINGS, YES, THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD. 

A.  You see this “secret ingredient” for wisdom is only available to the Christian, because it 
is only the Christian that has the Holy Spirit within! 

1. In talking to Nicodemus about being born again: Jesus said, “Joh 3:6  That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.” 

2. As Christians – we must remember that this life is all about Jesus and not about 
us. 
a) The things we accomplish in the Holy Spirit will last – the things done in 

the flesh will perish. 
 

VI. 1CO 2:11 NKJV  FOR WHAT MAN KNOWS THE THINGS OF A MAN EXCEPT THE SPIRIT 
OF THE MAN WHICH IS IN HIM? EVEN SO NO ONE KNOWS THE THINGS OF GOD 
EXCEPT THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 

A.  If a man holds his tongue – no one knows what is inside of him, but himself. 

1. But the Lord has “shared” His Spirit with us, so we can know what He wants and 
desires of us.  We can have “the wisdom of Christ” because He dwells within us. 
a) THAT is our superpower!  We can know the mind of Jesus! 

 
VII. 1CO 2:12-13 NKJV  NOW WE HAVE RECEIVED, NOT THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, BUT 

THE SPIRIT WHO IS FROM GOD, THAT WE MIGHT KNOW THE THINGS THAT HAVE 
BEEN FREELY GIVEN TO US BY GOD.  (13)  THESE THINGS WE ALSO SPEAK, NOT IN 
WORDS WHICH MAN'S WISDOM TEACHES BUT WHICH THE HOLY SPIRIT TEACHES, 
COMPARING SPIRITUAL THINGS WITH SPIRITUAL. 

A.  Rom 8:5-8 NKJV  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit.  (6)  For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace.  (7)  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not 
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.  (8)  So then, those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. 

B. Gal 5:16-17 NKJV  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of 
the flesh.  (17)  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that 
you wish. 

1.  Paul is making it clear that the world’s wisdom is not the wisdom of Christ! 
2. And when he came to them – he came to them in the wisdom of the Lord! 

 
VIII. CONCLUSION 

A. 1Co 2:14-16 NKJV  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 
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God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.  (15)  But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself 
is rightly judged by no one.  (16)  For "WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE 
LORD THAT HE MAY INSTRUCT HIM?" But we have the mind of Christ. 

1.  The “natural man” of course is the one who is not born again – the one without 
the Holy Spirit of God dwelling within.  Therefore he/she does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
a) The unsaved lack the “spiritual equipment” to understand the Lord. 

(1) They do not have the mind of Christ! 
b) The Christian on the other hand, can have the mind of Christ. 

(1) If he/she is letting the Holy Spirit lead and guide their lives, there 
will be no need for anyone else to judge them.  If fact – it will be just 
the opposite.  They will become spiritual appraise(r)s of all 
things. 
(a) In other words – they will become leaders. 
(b) But the Corinthian Christian’s were not letting the Holy Spirit 

lead them as we are going to see in the next chapter. 
(i) They were acting with the wisdom of the world.  They 

were immature! 
 
It has been said that, “You are young only once, but you can stay immature indefinitely.”  And that 
certainly is true. 
 

(ii) And with the way that most churches are going the 
way of entertainment, - growing up spiritually may just 
become more and more of a personal responsibility! 

 
Amy Carmichael - Sometimes when we read the words of those who have been more than 
conquerors, we feel almost despondent. I feel that I shall never be like that. But they won through 
step by step by little bits of wills, little denials of self, little inward victories by faithfulness in very little 
things. They became what they are. No one sees these little hidden steps. They only see the 
accomplishment, but even so, those small steps were taken. There is no sudden triumph no spiritual 
maturity that is the work of the moment. 
Quoted in Holy Sweat, Tim Hansel, 1987, Word Books Publisher, p. 130 

 
 

 


