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ROMANS 
 

Jesus on Full Display 

1 Corinthians 1 

 

I. The Church in Corinth 

a. Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth 

i. Written in 55 A.D. while Paul was in Ephesus on his 3rd missionary journey 

b. Important to understand the city of Corinth – population of ¾ million 

i. A city located in Greece – 45 miles from Athens (map) 

ii. Corinth was situated on a narrow piece of land with harbors on each side of it – east 

harbor faced Asia and Ephesus, west harbor faced Italy and Rome 

iii. On land, to the north were the cities Philippi and Thessalonica in Macedonia and to the 

south was Achaia 

iv. Corinth was at the center of business and trade – money was flowing in and out – sailors 

could transport their ships on rollers over a paved road or unload cargo at one port and 

load it at the other to cut months off their journey 

1. Corinth was extremely wealthy from the income from port fees and toll fees 

v. Every two years tourists from around the world would flood the city for the famous 

Isthmian Games 

1. Paul would obviously have witnessed these games or at least the events leading 

up to the games and used analogies with competition in his different epistles to 

the churches 

c. Because of the large number of people flowing through Corinth for both business and pleasure 

and the large amount of money being spent it was widely known that if you had a vice someone 

would feed in it Corinth – seems to be the formula for societies in history 

i. The name Corinthian had become synonymous with a drunkard or someone who was 

obsessed with sensuality – a Corinthian was often portrayed as a drunk in Greek theatre  

ii. In the center was a temple dedicated to the Goddess Aphrodite – every night over a 

thousand prostitutes would come down from the temple to offer themselves to men as an 

act of worship to the goddess of sensuality (sounds like a man made religion) 

iii. Paul was in Corinth when he penned these words to the church in Rome - Rom 1:28-32 

(28) And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 

over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; (29) being filled with 

all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full 

of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, (30) backbiters, 

haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 

(31) undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; (32) who, 

knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are 

deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 

iv. Because of their financial and physical success the culture in Corinth could be summed 

up as a culture of self-promotion  and self-worship – as Paul wrote in Romans 1:25 – men 

worshipped the created things instead of the creator 

1. Sound familiar? 

d. In the midst of all of this – a newly planted church composed of new believers 

i. Men and women who have found new life in Jesus Christ – found something more to live 

for than the pleasures of this world 

ii. This is who Paul’s letter is addressed to – this is why Paul’s letter is so applicable today 

http://www.calvarycentral.org/media
http://www.calvarycentral.org/feed


iii. The reality is when we give our lives to Christ and become a part of a body of believers 

we still carry into our relationships traits from our pre-converted lifestyle, from our 

culture 

1. Many of the broken systems we struggle with today were just as common in 

ancient Corinth – obsession with status, self-achievement, self-promotion, self-

worship, lack of self-control, addiction, arrogance, lust for pleasure and 

infatuation with entertainment, they were all there 

2. These are things Paul seeks to address in his letter as he exhorts the church to 

fulfill its mission 

II. Greeting 

1Co 1:1-9  Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,  

(2)  To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 

with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:  (3)  Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  (4)  I thank my God always concerning you 

for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus,  (5)  that you were enriched in everything by 

Him in all utterance and all knowledge,  (6)  even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you,  (7)  so 

that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  (8)  who will also 

confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (9)  God is faithful, 

by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

a. Introduces Himself as an Apostle 

i. God’s spokesman – these are not Paul’s opinions, Paul is writing under the inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit to build up the church 

ii. It’s been said that apostles are windows to God’s design, their purpose is to be 

transparent 

1. Anne Graham Lotz once said that we are to be display cases for God’s glory (who 

goes to a jewelry store and admires the cases) 

2. That was the role of the apostles – to be vessels carrying God’s truth to the people 

b.  Letter is written to… 

i. Those who have been sanctified, set apart in Christ Jesus – these new believers would 

have been radically different from the culture they were living in – “The darker the night, 

the brighter the stars” 

ii. Called to be saints – Paul isn’t saying they’re perfect but points out they are striving to 

become that which in terms of identity, God has already given. 

1. The idea here is God is actively working in the lives of believers – everyone who 

calls on the name of Jesus Christ – the Holy Spirit is actively working in us to 

clean the glass on our display case 

iii. This is the heart of Paul’s letter – he is encouraging constant growth in the areas of love, 

unity, humility, and ultimately Christ-likeness. 

1. He will also point out that this work happens within Christian community as we 

use our God given gifts to build one another up 

2. In this statement - with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ – 

Paul is correcting the misguided arrogant idea that the church in Corinth was the 

only place God was working – local way of thinking that their kingdom was the 

kingdom 

a. Trap we fall into – God is working in the lives of all that call on the name 

of Jesus – easy to have tunnel vision and neglect believers from around the 

world 

c. Grace and peace – God’s free, unmerited gift  

i. We will see later on in Corinthians that the individuals in the church were more attached 

to “spiritual gifts” and “spiritual experiences” than God Himself 

1. Grace – the free, unmerited gift that God gave us? > Himself – we don’t deserve 

Him. 



2. The peace that Paul talks about isn’t a feeling it is peace with God, who at one 

time, was our enemy. Once being afar off through Jesus Christ we have been 

brought near to Him. 

a. Peace with God brings an ultimate sense of peace that supersedes feelings. 

3. Because of this grace Paul expresses his thankfulness – he is a man that has been 

forgiven much and he loves much – a grateful heart can’t be overvalued 

III. The Name Game 

1Co 1:10-17  Now I plead with you, brethren (gets right to the point), by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined 

together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  (11)  For it has been declared to me concerning you, 

my brethren, by those of Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you.  (12)  Now I say this, that 

each of you says, "I am of Paul," or "I am of Apollos," or "I am of Cephas," or "I am of Christ."  (13)  Is 

Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  (14)  I thank God 

that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,  (15)  lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my 

own name.  (16)  Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I baptized 

any other.  (17)  For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, 

lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. 

a. These divisions are not divisions due to doctrine, the word is more accurately translated splits. 

(schismata) – used to describe a tear in a fishing net – when does something tear? When it’s 

pulled on from opposite sides 

i. These splits in the church in Corinth were caused by power struggles, fights for authority 

ii. What were they divided over? Their affiliations with Christian celebrities 

iii. They are dropping names to hopefully build up their own personal importance in this 

early church – “I was saved through Paul’s ministry” “I was baptized by Apollos” “My 

friend was healed by Peter” - it was spiritual politics (something the early disciples were 

all too familiar with) – why were these names being dropped? Because people wanted 

their way! 

1. An example of the culture influencing the church instead of the church 

influencing the culture 

2. This was completely rooted in self-promotion and as Paul points out, it has no 

place in church 

3. Self-promotion and self-worship is the enemy of the church, poison to the body of 

Christ – we need to acknowledge it for what it is and plead with God to destroy it 

within us – (example of someone living this out in real time) 

4. What a tragedy it would be that the cross of Christ should be made of no effect 

because of our petty desire to be noticed and appreciated 

5. This is the way our culture operates and churches embrace it 

a. VIP seating, names on plaques and bricks, private parking, public 

acknowledgments, book endorsements, speaking endorsements, it’s all 

very worldly and it’s all very wrong 

b. Paul writes “Thank goodness I didn’t baptize any of you because that would give you one more 

thing to boast about” 

i. We love to attach ourselves to the physical, it’s easier than the spiritual 

1. We a prone to make idols out of men, worship the created instead of the creator 

even within the walls of Christian community – may it never be with us  

2. Paul knew this – that is why his goal was to proclaim Christ crucified and nothing 

else. His boasts were in his weakness and the strength of God.  

c. These splits concern Paul greatly because splits in the church, relational tears in the church, they 

cloud the display case – they get in the way of a lost world seeing Jesus clearly 

i. What does a healthy body look like? “You all speak the same thing, and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 



the same judgment.” Unified with a single goal in mind – to make much of Christ. Paul 

asks the question – is Christ divided? Of course not, so then why are you? 

1. When we hear an inspired word or an inspired song all the glory goes to God, we 

don’t look at the vessel, we look at Jesus. 

IV. Foolishness to the Perishing 

1Co 1:18-25  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.  (19)  For it is written: "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, 

AND BRING TO NOTHING THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRUDENT."  (20)  Where is the wise? 

Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  

(21)  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through 

the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  (22)  For Jews request a sign, and Greeks 

seek after wisdom;  (23)  but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 

foolishness,  (24)  but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God.  (25)  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men. 

a. The message of the cross is the power of God 

i. Think about how the Corinthians would define power? We don’t have to think too hard 

because they were much like us. 

1. What are the means by which we exert influence? – military power, political 

power, economic power, find someone’s weakness and exploit it, manipulate it 

(marketing) – the goal, control the behavior of others. (This was at the core of 

divisions within the early church, they wanted to control behaviors) 

ii. The power of the cross is much different, it isn’t about sheer force, it isn’t manipulative, 

it isn’t self-imposing, but it is deeply effective. 

1. It’s not that God doesn’t have that kind of power available to Him – think about 

Pilate’s interrogation of Jesus 

iii. Joh 18:33-37  Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, 

"Are You the King of the Jews?"  (34)  Jesus answered him, "Are you speaking for 

yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?"  (35)  Pilate answered, 

"Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What 

have You done?"  (36)  Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My 

kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered 

to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here."  (37)  Pilate therefore said to Him, 

"Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this 

cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." 

1. One commentator puts it this way “The proclamation of a humiliated, crucified 

Christ, whose manner of death was too shameful for mention in polite 

conversation, had nothing to do with the spectacular or manipulative. But it 

effectively empowered, most especially as power for, rather than as a 

Christianized version of secular power over.” 

b. The perishing in Corinth, those who were on their way to ruin, on the path to hell were not 

interested in this kind of power 

i. The idea of following a God who humbled himself to the point of a humiliating death did 

nothing for their ego – so it was foolishness, it was moronic.  

ii. But they were the fools – the fool says in his heart there is no God. God has a way of 

humbling the foolish – we see this throughout scripture, just saw it in the book of Daniel 

1. Pride always comes before the fall 

V. Don’t Play the World’s Games 

1Co 1:26-31  For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, 

not many noble, are called.  (27)  But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the 

wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;  (28)  



and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are 

not, to bring to nothing the things that are,  (29)  that no flesh should glory in His presence.  (30)  But of 

Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption— (31)  that, as it is written, "HE WHO GLORIES, LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD." 

a. Paul tells us God isn’t looking for the important, the self-righteous, the mighty – He is looking 

for those who have an accurate view of their own weakness. 

i. These are the ones that refuse to touch God’s glory or to take credit in anything that He 

has done. They know all power, all glory is the Lord’s. They are simply the display cases 

for His characteristics 

ii. If there is anything to glory over, anything to boast about, it is the strength of our God 

and the weakness of our flesh – isn’t that what Paul has taught us 

iii. A healthy body is a body committed to the same goal – putting Jesus on full display 


